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Unfortunately for us, our Prime Minis-
ter, Mr, Chifley, is of the opinion that Com-
munism is simply a pelitieal belief, and
that the Communist Party is a political
party in the same way as is the Labour
Party, the Liberal Party or the Country
and Democratic League, whereas we know
it is the spearhead of a foreign ideology.
But whilst we have Mr. Chifley expressing
these opinions which, if no! encouraging
Communism, are certainly failing to dis-
courage it, and the complaceney exhibited
by his Ministers, it will remain for the
State Governments to elear up this menace
which is in our community.

We in this State will have to deelare
Communism for what it really is—a sub-
versive, anii-democratic and illegal setting
up of a State within a State. I soggest
we outlaw Communism. Some people have
said tbat if we outlaw Communism it will
go underground. T say it should be under-
ground where all the other creeping and
erawling things are, rather than that it
' 'should have the freedom it enjoys today,
‘to. be able to caryy on its subversive pro-
gramme,

Hon. Sir Charles Latham: Tt .would not
get as many disciples, either,
Hon, J. A. DIMMITT: That is so, and

if ‘they poked np their heads from under-
ground, we could knock them off.

Hon. . Fraser: You are bloodthirsty!

Hon. J. A. DTMMITT: I think it is time
every member of Parliament expressed the
game feelings about Communism. 1 ap-
peal to the Government to play its part and
to declare Communism for what it really
stands, and clear it out, so making West-
ern Australia somewhat hetter than some
other States. I support the motion.

‘On motion by Hon. H. K. Watson, de-
bate adjourned.

ADJOUBRBNMENT—SPECIAL,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. H. §.
W. Parker—‘\Ietropohtan Suburban): I
move—

That the House at its rising adjourn till
"Tuesday, the 10th August.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 5.59 p.wm.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair
at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

MILK BOARD.
As to Constitution and Retail Distribwlion.

Mr, MURRAY asked the Minister for
Lands:

(1) Is bhe satisfied that the Milk Board
as at present constituted is in the best in-
terest of the State, ineluding the producer-
retailer and consumer?

{(2) Is the present monapoly of retail dis-
tribution in the best interest of the State
and eonsumer?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) The present Milk Board is consti-
tuted by Aet of Parliament and until the
Act is amended there is no alternative.

(2) The distribution of milk is deter-
mined by the Milk Board in accordance
with its powers under the Aet.

HOUSING.
As to Ex-Serviceman’s Quarters at Bunbury.

Mr. MURRAY asked the Mmlster for
Health:

(1) Is he aware that the Bunbury Muani-
cipality is harassing with threat of action
under the Health Act, a young returmed
serviceman and his wife, living in a tent
(floored}, 20 z 14, on private property in
a country distriet not within the municipal
boundaries?
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(2) Will he ensure that this threat is re-
moved until the Minister for Housing is in
a position to fulfil the pledge to house
two-unit families?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) No.

(2) Inquiries are being made,

ANGLO-ITALTAN TRADING COMPANY.
Ag to Nominated Migrants from Italy.
Mr. WILD asked the Premier:

(1) Is he aware that, as a result of ad-
vertisements appearing in ‘*The West Aus-
tralian’’ over the name of the Anglo-Italian
Trading Company, large sums of money
have been transmitted to Italy in order to
bring migrants to this State?

(2) Is he aware that the Australian ship-
ping offiee of this company, whieh was re-
cently domiciled in Sydney, has been
closed ¥

(3) Js he aware that the persons nomi-
nating these migrants and forwarding
money to Rome for their passage have been
informed that the Anglo-Italian Trading
Company is not bona fide?

(4) Will he have inquiries made in this
regard ¥ '

The PREMIER replied:

{1) No.

(2) No.

(3) No.

(4) The Minister for Immigration, on
the 9th July, directed that inquiries be
made into this agency, and as alien immi-
gration comes under the contrel of the
Federal Government, a request was made
to the Commonwealth Immigration Officer
in this State to have inquiries made both
here and in Sydney in regard to the Anglo-
Italian Trading Company.

These inquiries have not yet been eom-
pleted, but in view of the hon. member’s
questions, the Commonwesalth Officer is
taking action to expedite the matter.

PASTORAL.
Az to Stations Purchased for Research
Work.
Hon. ¥. J. S. WISE asked the Premier:

(1) 15 be aware that the stations known
as Abydos and Woodstock, in the Port Hed-
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land district, were purchased in 1946, with
the strong support of the Pastoralists’
Association, to engage in research into pas-
toral problems?

{2) As there is a feeling that the Gov-
ernment is not making much progress with
this projeet, will he assure the House that
the Government will press forward with
the research work previously planned?:

The PREMIER replied:

(1) Yes, ;

(2) Considerable progress has already
heen made in the re-establishment of Aby-
dos and Woodstoek on commereial lines.
However, this work is being retarded eon-~
siderably by the diffreulty in obtaining -es~
sential materials.

Consideration will be given to researck
projects on these two stations when their
development has reached a stage when suchr
work ean be carried out satisfactorily.

NANGA BROOK BRIDGE AND PIN-
JARRA-DWELLINGUP ROAD.

As to Progress of Work.

Mr. REYNOLDS (without notice) asked
the Minister for Works:

(1) What progress has been made with
the construction of Nanga Brook bridge:
over the Murray River?

{2) When does he anticipate its comple~
tion§

{3) What is being done to repair the
excessively heavy damage done to the Pin-
jarra-Dwellingup-road by transport convey-
ing leads of timber, Perth-bound, up fo 18
tons in weight?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) T have not been able to approach the
appropriate engineer about the construetion
of th: Nanga Brook bridge. However, 2
tender for the job was given to Mr. R. O.
Williams, and all the materials necessary
ate on the site and the work has been com-
menced,

{2} It should take, I would say according
to my estimation, about three months, which
would mean that the bridge should be com-
pleted by the end of Oetober,

(3) With regard to the Pinjarra-Dwal-
lingup-road, not a great deal of damage
was done to it. Such damage as did’ ocenr
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hag been tarred and the damaged portion,
if it were damaged, will be sealed next sum-
mer,

KNITTING WOOLS.
As to Shortage in Supplics.

Mr. STYANTS (without notice} asked
the Honorary Minister for Supply and
Shipping :

(1) 1s the Minister aware that there is a
shortage of knitting wools on sale in this
State !

{2) What is the eause of this shortage?

{3) Will the Minister take the necessary
action to have ample supplies of this com-
modity made available by producers, whole-
salers and vetailers?

(4) Does the Minister think that supplies
are being withheld from the publie hoping
for increased prices, after the discontinuance
of the subsidy on wool, for stocks upon
which the subsidy has already been paid?

The HONORARY MINISTER replied:

(1) T was not awnre that there is a short-
age of knitting wool.

(2) Not being aware of a shortage, I can-
not say what is the cause of any such short-
age.

(3} I will do my best to find ont whether
I can get sufficient supplies to meet the
shortage—if there is a shortage—and will
take action in the matter,

(4) I ecannot say whether wool is being
withheld from the public for the reason
suggested, because 1 have not investigated
the position. T will do so and furnish the
hon. member with a reply next week.

ADDRESS-IN-REFPLY.
Fifth Day.

Debate resumed from the previons day.

MR, BRADY {Guildford-Midland)
[444]: This being the first occasion on
which I have had an opportanity to address
this House, I would like at the outset to pay
a tribute to the late member for Guildford-
Midland, Hon. W. D, Johnson, whose posi-
tion I have taken in the House, T first knew
him 25 vears ago when I was assoeiated with
the eo-operative movement at Geraldton, 1
met him again a few years later when 1
assumed office as secretary of the Trades
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Hall at Midland Junction. I always found
the Jate Mr. Johnson a very earnest worker
for the co-operative movement and also in
the interests of his electorate. To me he
proved a very great friend. I fee]l that in
the passing of William Dartnell Johnson, the
Gildford-Midland clectorate lost a stalwart
representative and the Lahour Party a very
worthy member,

At this stage I desire to express to the
electors of Guildford-Midland my appre-
ciation for having paid me the great honour
of eleeting me to the vacaney caused by the
demise of Mr. Johnson, I feel at the
moment that, even if I am not re-elected at
the next peneral election, T have been very
greatly favoured and I deeply appreciate
the honour conferred on me. I hope that
whilst I continue to be a member I shall
prove worthy of the confidence the electors
bave reposed in me, I also desire to thank
members of both parties in this Parliament
for the consideration they have shown to
me and the assistance they have rendered to
me sinee I was elected in March last, They
have been most helpful in any advice that
I have sought. I also thank the staff
of Parliament House for the help they have
given me sinee I have been elected.

It is not my intention on this ccrasion to
try to speak down to members or to speak
over their heads. I fee]l that if I do so I
might perhaps get into deep waler; and as
later on in my speech I shall be dealing
with matters which might be termed shallow
water, I do not wan{ to get out of my
depth. On behalf of the electors of Guild-
ford-Midland, I desire to say how pleased
we are that the Royal family is to visit this
State next year. The eleetors of Guildford-
Midland will gladly join in a right loyal
weleome to Their Majesties and to the
Princess Margaret. Even at this early stage
the Midland Junction Municipzl Council is,
I am pleased to say, desirons that the Royal
family should stay for a short period in
Midland Junetion during their wisit.

Sinee being elected, T have found that my
district is in urgent need of mnch attention.
Many matters appear to have been over-
looked, I am sorry to say, by all previous
Governments. If some of these important
matters are not given early attention, it is
obvious to me that there may be some bad
sorial reactions, We have in the electorate
numerous secondary industries already in
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operation, whilst others are springing up.
We have in the electorate the biggest work-
shop, with the largest personnel, in Western
Australia. 1 refer to the railway workshops,
which are situated in the heart of Midland
Junction. Yesterday, the Minister for Rail-
ways, in reply to a question of mine,
pointed out that the production of the work-
shops last year amounted in value to
approximately £1,750,000. In addition, we
have the Government abattoirs, which are
adjacent to the workshops. Alongside the
abattoirs there is a most important military
ordnanece store. On the boundary of the
electorate itself, we have brickyards,
quarries, bacon factories, superphosphate
works, flour mills, confectionery factories,
dripping faetories, joinery works, chemical
works, two or three timber mills and numer-
ous other industries, all of whieh employ
a large number of people and carry on their
activities i the economic interests of the
State. Apar{ from the secondary indusiries,
there are many comuercial concerns con-
ducting various businesses. There are no
fewer than four local governing authorities
—two municipal ecouncils and two road
boards—which are responsible to 18,000
people.

I mention this to impress npon the House
the importance of the Guildford-Midland
electorate to the State.  Despite all the
activifles of the secondary industries and
commereial enterprises, I regret to say that
the social amenities of the electorate do not
appear to have been looked after as they
should have heen, My attention has been
drawn to the fact that in the schools there
i5 a grave shortage—I repeat, a grave short.
age—of educational faeilities. "The people
at the moment are erying out for a high
school, long overdue, a technieal school and
at least two infanis’ schools. The following
letter has been addressed to me, as the mem-
her for the distriet, by the Parents Com-
mittee :—

»

The parents of the above school (the Mid-
land Junection Infants’ School) wish to bring
to your notice that we are placed in a very
awkward position, owin td%e fact that we
have a number of children who are eligible
to eommence school on July 1, and we have
nowhere to reom them, not even a hall. This
is a deplorable outloak for these youngsters.
I have written to Mr. Little, of the Educa-
tion Department, coneerning the matter; but
all he says is that the matter is receiving
attention. This gives us no definite answer,
As a resident of Midland, you must know
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the crowded condition of our school. Surely
a pavilion room or two would relieve the
situation for the time being. Will you do
Your utmost to help ws get these roomas.
Please, ean you tell us whether the site for
the new school has been arranged and
where?

That is only one of a number of similar
letters that I have received. I have in my
pocket at the moment a petition signed by
70 residents asking that urgent eonsidera-
tion he given to the provision of an in-
fants’ sehool. I do not know whether mem-
bers are awarve that schoolchildren at Mid-
land Junetion, in addition to being ¢rowded
—800 of them—into the loeal State school,
are spread over the town in public and pri-
vate halls and consequently are not receiv-
ing the attention whieh they should have,
The pavents and teachers are clamouring
for an early remedy of these conditions. It
may be said that some of the delay in
building a high school in the distriet is
owing to the fact thut the people most con-
cerned could not agree upen a site. Thai
difficolty has been surmounted, a site now:
having heen agreed upon.

Another matter of wvital importanee is
hospi:al aecommodation. During the past
15 years, to my knowledge, various Minis-
ters have been brought to the distriet and
have had pointed out to them the urgent
need for up-to-date hospital faecilities, I
regret that some Ministers have taken the
view that only a small hospital is required
in the distriet. I point out, however, that
in Midland Junetion and the surrounding
districts there is a population of not less
than 30,000. These people for many years
have looked to Midland Junction to pro-
vide them with necessary hospital aceommo-
dation. At the moment, there are only two
private hospitals, with approximately 20
beds each, in the district and they are al-
ways overcrowded. In this electorate there
are 7,000 or 8,000 industrial workers, and
to have only two private hospitals is defi-
nitely wrong.

It is said that there is a public hospital
in Perth and that these people are in close
proximity and ean use it. In answer, 1
say that the people in the Guildford-Mid-
land electorate, where the majority of
toilers are salary and wage-earners, should
not he expected to have to pay fares on the
railway trains to go to see those near and
dear to them in hospital.  Most people,
whben in hospital, have relatives visiting
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them from time to time and it helps them
vn their way to recovery. The position at
the moment is that if a man desires to go
into Perth to see a sick relative he has to
pay l1s. for fares and 6d. admission to the
hospital. If a man on a small wage has s
relative in hospital for any length of time
those eosts become a hardship.

Another angle of hospitalisation is the
faet that the residents in the distriet are
<oncerned becavse one or fwo doctors have
been heard to say that if a hospital is not
built there they will possibly move their
praoctices to Perth. The residents would
then find themselves in the position that
they would not have the doctors readily
mvailable, and would have fo go to Perth
heeanse the deetors wonld not go to the pri-
wate hospitals in Perth from Midland.

‘The mext subject I wish to deal with is
that of houmsing. At the moment, to my
knowledge, in the Midland area alone to say
nothing of Bassendean, Guildford, and Bel-
Jevue, over 150 people hold No. 1 priorities
Yor houses. 1 have personally interviewed
people in the Jast three months, and in some
eases as many as 18 units comprising four
famiies, are living mn one house. The last
wase brought to my notiee a fortnight ago
consisted of four families, 16 units, living
in o five-roomed house. When I rang the
department fo see what could be done, T
‘was reminded that there were at least 130
No. 1 priorities in the distriet. There is
ample evidence, I think, that the housing
yroject, as far as Guildford-Midland is eon-
werned, must he kept qoite up to date. I
have already said that there are numerous
‘industries in the distriet. ‘The number is
‘growing and at the moment some new ones
are being shifted 'by Westralian Farmers
Ltd.,, ¥from North Fremantle into the area,
and the workers concerned will require
residences. 1 hope the members of the
'‘Government present will realise it will be
‘absolutely neeessary for them to maintain
the housing programme in order that those
n immediate need of houses will be pro-
vided for, and those coming into the dis-
‘triet will be given proper acecommodation.

T menticned carlier that T wou'd tooeh
~on the matter of water. T want to refer to
the Swan Hiver and the fact that it is silt-
ing up. My attention has been drawn by
mome of the old residents of Guildford to
the faet that the Swan River, cn which
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barges drawing up to 3 feet and 4 feet trav-
elled some 50 years ago when the goods re-
quired for the opening up of the State were
taken to what was then known as Barker's
Bridge at Guildford and to Loton and Pad-
bury's stores, is, in some parts, so shalloy
that it would not float a canoe. This state
of affairs is eausing quite a lot of eoncern,
not only to the older resideats, but to the
people in the district who have children at-
tending sihool. The Swan River, particu-
larly around Bassendean, Guildford and
Midland, and through into the Middle Swan
arca, is used considerably for recreational
purposes in the summertime, partieularly
by the children for swimming, Owing to the
fact that it is silting up and there are a
number of snags and a lot of debris in it
the natural flow of the water is being held

up.

Last Jannary and February the water be-
eame stagnant in parts of the river and in
stuch a state it is apt to eause a lot of dis-
ense to the school children. I remind mem-
bers that a number of the schools in the
district have quite large attendaneces, Here
again I would like to draw the attention of
the Government to the fact that the river
exists and that it is being used a lot for
swimming by the children. I am concerned
about their health just as are the loeal gov-
erning bodies. There is another aspect in
regard to the river, and that 1s ils valne as
a lourist attraction. Y believe the river lends
itself tn being developed so as to constitute
an attraction to tourists. That is something
that has been lost sight of in the past.

Personally I can think of nothing mare
pleasant than for tourists to be able to get
on a motor Jaunch at, say, the Causeway an-
tour leisurely up the river past Bassendeun,
through the first established town in the
State—Guildford—and see where fresh
wator was first diseovered and where Cap-
tain Stirling landed in 1829, and also ser-
the wonderful morument erected at the
Guildford Grammar School, and g0 on. If
the river were dgsiged and properly cleaned
out it would be of ultimate value to the
tourist trafie of the State. Tourists who
have come here from time to time and seen
Mundaring Weir, Yanchep and the Caves,
will not come back again unless we have
added attraciions. T bhelieve the Swan River
can be devcloped along these lines. The
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foreshore could be improved. I hope the
day is not far distant when we wiil have a
riverside drive from the Causeway through
to Midland Junction, Middle Swan and he-
yond. I feel I should mention these things
today so that when the Government is try-
ing to get additional finance into the State
it will consider the possibilities of the Swan
River attracting tourists.

On the eve of the recent by-election held
in my distriet, the Premier, when speaking
at the Government workshops in support
of the Liberal candidate, said that the
amenities block had been recommended by
the Royal Commissioner and the Govern-
ment hoped to have something done about
it in the near future. 1 would like to sce
the Premicr concern himself again with the
provision of that block. I ean assure him
that the 2,000 odd workers in the workshops
would welcome some early announcement on
the subject, becanse at the moment they are
suffering ‘a great amount of disability inas-
much as they have to quene up for their
requirementg at the lunch hour,

I want to touch briefly on the malfer of
local government. In the main the local
governing authorities in the area are doing
a good job, hut they are experiencing high
costs, and anything the Government ean do
towards lessening those costs will be greatly
weleomed. I am surprised to know—and I
believe that the Main Roads Aet requirves
amendment in this respeel—that even
though there are thousands of tons of goods
taken over the roads in the Bassen@ean area
by heavily-powered and large tonnage
trneks, there is no road through Bassendean
gazetted as a main road. At the moment
the main road deviates through Guildford
down the south side of the river. The Gov-
ernment will have to give some considera-
tion, and very shortly too, to having the
road over the Guildford bridge, through
Bassendean, Bayswater and Mount Lawley,
gazetted as a main road. It is distinetly
unfair that the loeal governing authority at
Bassendean should be called npon to main-
tain a road, which is virtually a main road,
at the expense of the ratepavers of the dis-
triet, while other loeal governing authorities
are being assisted with main roads through
their areas.

Another matter which I consider worthy
of mention—and whilst it may be deemed
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to he a minor matter, I think it will ulti-

‘mately be of major Lnportance—is the

question of natives. In my electorate, in
the grape-picking season, a oumber of na-
{ives migrate to the distriet and are utilised
by the growers to piek the harvest. These
people remain in the area for quite a long
peried, and yet as far as I know nething
has been done to give them the proper
facilities to which people of this descrip-
tion arve entitled. Unfortunately at times
people have supplied the natives im my
electorate with ®leobolic liquor and some
of these natives have made & nuisance of
themselves, but in the main they are decent
types. They try to do a day’s work and
try to conform to a decent standard of liv-
ing where they are given any encourage-
ment to do so. I hope that the Govern-
ment will give consideration to making
some provision for these people who do
this casual work in the vineyards and the,
surronnding primary producing orchawrdy:.

At this stage I would draw attenfion:
to the Communist aetivities in the Guiid-
ford-Midland electorate. I am amazed to
know that in the general elections held last
year and again in the by-election held this
year, 1,200 people saw fit to give a No. I
vote to the Communist candidate. I ¢an-
not understand why people are doing this,
particularly when their activities in Eurape,
in America, and I am quite convineed
thronghout Anstralia, are well known.
Most of the people whe supported the Com-
munist candidate are law-abiding and God-
fearing people, and I can only put it down
to the faet that they do not know or realise
what a menace they are encouraging in this
country. We will be playing into the hands
of the Communists unless the Government
is up and doing and the eleetors are edu-
cated.

It may be that we will have the firsk
Communist in this House representing the
Guildford-Midland electorate, but I hope
I never see the day when that comes about.
There is & Communisi doctor practising in
Midland Junetion who is giving the poblie
the benefit of the new medical and sickness
facilities provided by the Commonwealth
Government, with the result that people
are coming from all parts of the metropoli-
tan area to consult this man and reeeive
fres medicine. T consider that if the
BM.A's  attitude to the free mediecine
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scheme is allowed to continuye it will en-
courage people to support such Cemmunist
candidates.  In my opinion, all doctors
should fall into line and do the right thing
by this scheme for, if industrial organisa-
tions were to take in their particular sphere
the attitude now being adopted by the
BM.A,, they would receive a hostile recep-
tion from the Press. In spite of this, the
B.M.A. considers that its attitude is for
the good of the people.

Myr. Reynolds: It is seandalous.

Mr. BRADY : The doctors, in taking the
attitude now adopted, are playing into the
hands of the Communists, and T trust that
the mediea] profession will see its way clear
to assist the scheme which is in the in-
terests of our fair country. One other im-
portant aspeet which is tending to force
people towards Communism is the faet that
the majority of young people in recent years
have heen frustrated from their earlier
ambitions because of the high costs asso-
ciated with the necessities of life. A house
which eould be built in 1935-36 for £300 or
£600 today is costing £1,000. Firewood that
could be purchased for 13s. or 16s. a ton
in 1935-36 is today costing £2 per ton and
£2 55, per ton.

From those two comparisons it ean he
seen that costs have rizen almost 100 per
cent,, and I ean only think that it is the
Trustration and the non-realisation of their
ambitions that are eausing these people to
look to the Communist Party as the one to
steer them through sueh troublons times.
T consider they are depending on the wrong
party and that the young people are grasp-
ing at the wrong straw hut, unless people
are edueated and given some consideration
in regard to their sorial amenities, it 18
possible that Communist eandidates witl in
Futare be given stronger support. T re-
peat that T hope I will never see that day,
but wnless people are given social ameni-
ties and a decent basic wage they will sup-
port the Communists.

Whilst speaking on this subject T am re-
minded that President Truman recently
toured the United States and he opposed
what is known as the Mundt-Dixon Bill
which kas been brought down in the United
Btates Congress to outlaw Communism.
President Truman opposed the Bill and had
this to say—
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Give the workers decent wages, decent

conditions, decent social amenities apd com-
munism will be defeated.
If the people are given decent wages, de-
cent conditions and decent social amenities
the Communist Party will never get suffi-
cient members in this country to enable a
member to be elected to this House. How-
ever, I do not agrce with President Tru-
man jn his staternent that sueh a condition
of affairs wounld eliminate Communism, be-
cause I think that the Communists are being
used by a foreign power ultimately to take
possession of this country, along with
others,

At this stage T would like to commend
the member for Wagin on his high ideals.
I think he said that members should strive
for rightecusness, good morals and Christian
privciples. I agree with an interjection
made the other evening that the hon. mem-
ber should remind his own party to some
extent of their respoosibilities in this re-
gard. When recently helping a Labour
candidate for the Central Province, I was
very disappointed to see a pamphlet issued
by the Country and Democratic League in
support of its eandidate, I will read the
last paragraph of the pamphlet to illustrate
the propaganda uwsed on that occasion. On
the front of ihe pamphlet is the candidate’s
photograph.  Mr. Logan js quite a fine
entleman and I was associated with him
many vears ago. In the pamphlet itself the
following subjects are disenssed :—Eduea-
tion, land settlement, housing, mining,
wheat, ahd railways. The final paragraph
is a warning whieh reads as follows:—

A warming—Today we are at the cross-
roads, One road follows the demoeratic and
British way of life, and this we have ecvery
reason to respect and be prbud of. The other
leads to domination and control by a foreign
pewer. This is no time for hesitation or
appeasement. Therefore, it is essential that
you vote for the candidate whose policy is
to fight the peril all ount.

The implieation there iz that the Labour
candidate, Mr. Robinson, was not prepared
to earry out those principles. [ consider
it was very uncharitable, and I use that
word because T consider it un-Christian.
Mr. Robinson is a returned soldier and has
been chairman of various organisations in
h's distriect: and particela-ly associated
with the road hoard for many years. The
Country and Democratic League should look
fo its laurels in the matter of running
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elections. As a contrast to the statement I
have just quoted is the pamphlet of the
Labour ecandidate. This pamphlet deals with
the member’s activities in the distriet and
unlike Mr. Logan’s pamphlet it did not cast
innuendoes about the other candidates. I
therefore hope that Mr. Nalder—

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The
hon. member must refer o members by their
electorates.

Mr. BRADY: I am sorry, Mr, Deputy
Speaker. I hope that the member for Wagin
will aequaint his party of his high ideals.

I am very anxious that the Government
should do something about the matters to
whiech I have referred, namely educational
facilities, housing, hespitalisation, ameni-
ties for the workers in the district, and the
guestion of the eare of natives as well as
the matter of the Swan River, which is of
such historic value to this State. T am
most anxious that these requests should ve-
ceive attention.

Reecntly in “The West Australian™ of the
24th July, Professor Benjamin Higgins, the
Aecting Ritchie Professor of Economies
at the Melbourne University, warned us
that there would be a “down-turn” if
not a depression within three to six years.
In last Saturday’s copy of “The West Aus-
tralian” we had a warning from Wall Street
that things are not going so well on thai
side of the world. In Monday’s issue of
“The West Australian” we had a further
warning by Melbourne business interests
that things are not looking too bright in
that State. I consider that at the moment
we are on the crest of prosperity, and I
do not want it said in a few years time
that we would have done something for the
Guildford-Midland electorate if it were not
for the faet that the boom had declined.

T cannot imagine that prices will remain
at theijr present high level, as the Enropean
couniries are steadily getting baeck into
their stride and factories all over the world
are catching up with the lag. Prices of all
commodities must fail and today I consider
there is ample evidence of this faet. Shops
in the metropolitan area are beginning to
stock un because most work-rs are not in
a p-sition to pay sueh high prices. I trust
that whilst T am a member of this House
something will he done to amend the In-
dustrial Arbitration Aect in order that the
hasie wage may be hrought into eonformity
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with modern times. The hasic wage as laid
down by the court under the Aect is not
nearly adequate, and I trust 1 will have
the pleasure of seeing this Act amended to
bring abont reform. In conclusion, I thank
members for their attentive hearing and I
hope that the matters referred to in my
speech will have the attention of the Gov-
ernment,

MR. FOX (South Fremantle) [5.15]: I
hope during the present session we will
not have so many Seleet Committees and
L.oyal Commissions, Hardly any of them
have dane any good at all and, in faet,
they have done no particular good in any
way. The only thing they have done is to
make an enormous amount of work for an
already bard-worked staff. The ‘‘Han-
sard’’ staff have already a great deal to do
without being called upon to do work on
Royal Commissions and Seleet Committees.
Take the Betting Commission, for instance!
I think it would he almost impossible for
any commission to diz up any information
that was in any way new as far as betting
is concerned. :

The Anstralian people comprise a betting
nation, and T take it that every member
in this Chamber and almost every man in
the community has had a bet at some time
or other, and they should know the ramifi-
cations of starting price betting just as
well as the Government knew them after
& Hoyal Commission inquiry, or even hetter,
One thing that resulted from the Betting
Conmission was that the Commissioners
thought that betting on the racecourse
should he legalised. I wonder whether that
sugrestion was made in order to give the
privileged classes an opportunity to bet on
the racecourse without hreaking the law.

The Premier: The answep 18 N6,

Mr. FOX: The Premier says **No,"* but
we will see. Some ingenious person might
have had that object in view when it was
suggested that the Royal Commission be
appointed. We are going to give the people
who attend racecourses the opportunity to
bave a bet legally and the patrons of the
raceeourse, if they so desire, can have a
starting price ket there hecause the course
hookmakers bet starting, price on the Mel-
hourne races; yet the poorest person is
denied the privileze of having a bet he-
cause he does not wish to go to the races,
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Not that I say that one would not be doing
them a good turn at the same time by not
making starting price hetting available but
if they want a het they should be allowed
to have itf.

I know many working men finish their
day’s work at dinner time on Saturday and
after placing five or six shillings on the
horses they go home and listen to the races
on the wireless, They have no motorear,
sueh as the Honorary Ministry for Supply
and Shipping has. These people should not
be denied that pleasure if they want to take
their pleasures in that way. They have as
mueh right to it as the privileged classes
who go to the races and bet to their heart’s
content. I hope we will not have so many
Royal Commissions and Select Committees
during the present session of Parliament
and thus give the hardworking ‘‘Hansard’’
reporters an opportunity to recover their
health and strength. I think they are the
hardest worked people in the community.
I might mention that it is very hard to
ohtain & good ‘‘Hansard’’ staff. There ave
quite a number of opportunities in the East-
ern States and if any of these men went
there they would not be long out of work.
If the Government is going to trest them
in the same way as it did last session it
is just askine them to leave their jobs and
go to the Eastern States, where they will
be better off. However, I hope they will not
ro, as we cannot afford to lose them., We
have a pood staff and a very efficient one.
Very often thev make a hetter job of some
of our speeches than we do ourselves.

In March last a very flamboyant article
appeared in ‘‘The Daily News’’ under the
heading of ‘‘Liberal Party Views” It
reads:

We, the people . . . . Tt will be ever with

that phrase before it that the new Government
will take and hold offive,

Mr. Triat: Is that musie?

Mr. FOX: It could be set to musie. This
was last year. It goes on—

The Liberal-C.D.L, Coalition Government is

filled with a deep sense of responsibility 1o
the people who have put it into power. All
legislation will be animated with the spirit
that it is acting on behalf of the people, not
one section,
Now that sounds very grand; there is no
doubt about it. If any Government wants
to give itself a pat on the back it is this
(iovernment.

[ASSEMBLY.]

My, Styants: They throw bouquets at
each other.

Mr, FOX: The article goes on—

The new Coalition Government will do ite
best to hold the balance of all power  be-
tween 21l people and will display no bias
towards any party.
That sounds beautiful.
works ount in practice,

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: The Premier knows
something about that.

Mr. FOX: No doubt he does. After the
elections the Government dismissed the late
Mr. P. Ryan from the Dairy Produets
Marketing Board. Mr. Ryan had very long
service with the hoard and he was a man
with knowledge that would have been of
considerable use to it.

The Attorney General: Had not his term
expived ?

Mr. FOX: The Attorney General does not
know anything about it. As I have said
before, he knows as much about these
things as he does about law. Mr. Ryan was
recommmended by the Under-Secretary for
the Agricultural Department and also by
the chairman of the Dairy Products Mar-
keting Board. Yet, in the face of that, he
was dismissed and a man of the same
christian name as that of the Minister for
Agriculture was appointed in his place.
That is onc Labour supporter displaced.
This is the Govermment that was going to
implement its policy without any bias or
any favour and irrespective of political
consideration. The next man that ecame up
for the axe was My. Ulrich, of the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust, He was a man who
had lived in the port all his life and had
a wide knowledge of the whole of the con-
ditions existing on the waterfront. He was
sacked also. This is the Government that
was going to implement its poliey without
any hias or favouritism, and irrespective of
political considerations.

Hon. J. B, Sleeman: They will all go
directly.

Mr. FOX: One would think, ns far as the
University is concerned, that there would
he no bias at all, hecause education ought
to he something that is handed on to the
public and the rising generation hy all
parties. But even as far as the University
i3 concerned—and there was no payment
for the job—the ex-Minister for Rduesa-
tion was dismissed from the Senate and

Let ns see how it
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his position was given to a man pamed
King, = friend of the late Binelair McGib-
bon, who was one of the heads of the
Liberal Party. This was the party that
was going to make its appointments without
bias, without party political consideration,
and do justice to everybody. Where would
one find a more suitable representative to
be on the University Senate than the ex-
Minister for Education who had several
years’ experience as a Minister, who was
a schoolteacher for years and who had
grown up with the Edueation Department.
I daresay it would be difficult to find a
more sviteble man in the community than
he is, and yet he was dismissed.

The Premier: You have already a mem-
ber of the Labour Party in this House on
the Senate.

Mr. FOX: Yet he was put off—

Tke Premier: He was not put off. Did
your party ever put a member of the
C.D.L. on the Senate?

Mr. FOX: The Premier was going to ad-
minister his policy withont hias, without
politieal favour.

The Premier: Has your party ever put
a non-Labour man on the Senate? How
many more do you wantg

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

-

Mr. FOX: That is not carrying out the
Premier’s pre-election promise to adminis-
ter his office without fear and without
favour.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: The Government
made the miserable excuse that it wanted
an aecountant, and the man it put off is an
aceountant.

Mr. FOX: I think the Leader of the Op-
position has thoroughly debunked the Min-
ister for Housing’s elaims that he has
canght up with the housing pesition or has
made any improvement in the housing posi-
tion. Therefore, I do not think there is
any necessity for me to have much to say
on the subject. The Labour (overnment
gave the present Government a splendid
start. After the war, in 1945, when the
Labour Government took up the job, there
was no organisation, and very little labour
owing {o numbers of men still being in the
FYorces. There was no material and hardly
anything at all. Yet in that short eighteen
months the late Government had housing
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at & wonderful stage of advancement. It
was go good that the McLarty Government

* did not start a new house before Septem-

ber, 1947.

Personally, I believe the housing position
today is as bad as, if not worse than, it has
ever been. If it is the same in every other
distriet as it is in mine and that of -the
member for Guildford-Midland, as he has
stated it is, then it is in a very bad state.
I want to remind the Ministers that they
said they would provide homes for two-
unit families.- I do not believe there is a
two-unt family that has been given a home
yet. I have tested the sineerity of the
Government on this question. While the
Labour Government was in offiee I had
made applieation on several occasions for
two-unit families without success. I did
not go to the Ministers to iry to influence
the Housing Commission in order to make
my point.

The Minister for Housing: Good man!

Mr. FOX: I did not. I hope, if any
member of the Liberal-C.D.L. Party ap-
proaches the Minister and requests his aid,
that he will give the hon. member his walk-
ing ticket. I do not think he has a right to
go to the Minister.

Mr. Yates: He has given me a walking
ticket many times.

Mr. FOX: The hon. member had no right
to go to the Minister.

Mr. Yates: I did not go to him.

Mr. FOX: He had no right to go to him!
He was not playing the game if he did. T
received hundreds of applieations for
houses and I never went near the Minister
once. I hope the Minisier will not receive
any member coming to him looking for a
home. In order to see how things were pro-
gressing 1 presented a case for a young
couple. They had put in an application for
o home when they had been married five
years. and it is now six years. They are
living in rooms and there are no children,
and they say they are not going to have any
children until they have been given a home.
We pre doing a disservice to the country,
Here are people who have been married six
vears with no children, and the sooner we
give them an opportunity to get a home, the
sooner they will be able to raise.a family,

The Minister for Housing: We are do-
ing it.
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Mr. FOX: The Government is doing no-
thing. I can tell the Minister a little more,
At the present time many families are liv-
ing under appalling conditions and T will
just name a few instances that have come
under my notice recenily. Here are a few
cases of the urgent need for houses for the
few people I have come in contact with
over the last two or three weeks: A mother
with her three sons aged 20, 18 and 15 years
live in separate houses, The three boys
have been taken in by three different
friends who are boarding them and housing
them; the mother is living in a different
place altogether. That is four places of
residence for four members of one family,
In a ease like this I think the whole of
that family should be together. The boys
are just of an age when a mother's care is
most necessary.

Instances of that sort show eonclusively
that the Minister has not progressed as far
with the housing programme as he would
lead us to believe. A husband, wife and
tour children are living in a tumbledown
two-roomed house with no verandah and one
of the rooms leaky. Originally, it was not
intended for a dwelling. A child of eight
has to sleep in a cot becanse there is no
room for a single hed. 1In other cases, hus-
hand, wife and five children arve living in
one room; a family of 10 ave occupving a
sub-standard home and arve under notice to
quit and the Commission informed them
vesterday that a camp was not available; 11
people, including givls aged 11 and seven,
and boys aged nine, four and two are living
in a small 4-roomed house; two families
oceupy a dilapidated shop with no conveni-
ences at all;: husband, wife and three child-
ren are living in onc room. 1 eould enum-
erpte dozens of such instanees, but will
content myself with quoting these few to
show the deplorable position of housing at
present. I have a letter sent to an applicant
by the State Housing Commission on the
8th July last. It reads—

I have to advise that your applieation for
the tenaney of a home under the Common-
wealth-State Rental Scheme has been con-

aidered by the Commission and as a result
yon have been afforded a No. 1 priority.
The granting of this priority means that
you are mow eligible for consideration in
future allocations for rental homes. At pre-
gent the demand far exceeds the supply of
houses and, when making allocations, every
endeavour is made to meet those cases suffer-
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ing the greatest hardship. Your priority has
been granted on accomnt of the hardships
revealed at the above address by the in.
spection recently made by a Commission
officer.

‘While appreciating your serious housing
problem, the Commission desires to point out
that there are also many hundreds of fami-
lies in gimilar unfortunate circumstances, and
although every eandeavour is being made to
erect more dwellings, the serious position in
regard to essential building materials ig pre-
venting the Commission from building homes
as quickly as is desired.

Please rest assured that the Commissign is

deing all that is possible to provide homes
for those in need,
That shows the position of housing. T am
not going to blame the Housing Commis-
sion, which is doing as good a job as is pos-
sible for it to do, not as good a job as when
the Labour Party was in office, but the Com-
mission is doing its best. 1 am sure that
had Labour remained in office, substantial
progress wonld have heen made to overtake
the housing shortage, far hetter progre-«
than the present Government has wmade.
The Government has failed te live np to its
extravagant election promises, and hotive-
hungry people feel very sadly disillusioned,
Members opposite made promises on the
hustings that they knew they had no chance
of fulfilling. All they considered was, “How
can we get on to the Treasury Bench?”
‘Bpev fooled the people. T shall say somw-
thing more in support of that later on. The
(Government party adopted a slogan, “Prices
rise with Wise,” 1 suzpest that n more
appropriate slogan woull be, “Houses slark
with Mae.” There is not an atom of truth
in the allegation that priees rive with Wisc,
hut there 1s considerable truth in my state-
ment that houses slack with JMae,

Hon, F. J, 8. Wise: Which Mac?
Mr. Marshall: Both of them.

Mr. FOX: From the Government side, we
have heard quite a lot about the horrors of
State enterprise, coupled with the advant-
ages of private enterprize. The Honorary
Minister, when occupying a seat on this side
of the TTouse, was lowd in her denuneiatinn
of controls. She told us that she would liff
all controls, even the controls on building
materials, Other members of the Govern-
ment do not like controls, either. [ can
guite understand the desire to lift controls
beeause this would afford an opportunity ta
some of her friends, big business people,
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to gobble up all the gvailable supplies, It
would be a good thing for people with any
amount of money to be able to speculate if
they could command all the supplies of
timber, bricks and other building materials,
They would have a permanent income for
the rest of their lives. Consequently, they
do not like State building.

I feel sure that the party controlling the
Liberals in this House will do its utmost to
break down all controls. Let us examine
the experience of a country where no con-
trols exist, or at any rate did not exist ur
to the end of 1947. I shall quote an article
that appeared in the American journal
“Fortune,” dealing ‘with an investigation
made by Mr, Rowsell into the housing posi-
tion in the United States of America. This
is what he said—

Fifth Avenue, New York, is full of maj-

estic shop fronts, but ex-servicemen are liv-
ing in auto courts ot trailer towns, with
material plentiful and 25,000 unemployed in
New York alone. US.A, building programme
did not reach one-half of the 1947 building
target under free enterprise. Examination
of this failure shows that it is closely related
to building costs whieh, in Australia, are
kept within bounds.
The average price for a six-roomed house in
the United States in 1946 was 9,400 dollars,
enqual to £A2,800, and in 1947 the price was
12,000 dollars, equnal te £A3,700. Today,
the price is probably higher under free and
unrestricted building. In the United States,
timber has increased 2% times on the price
raling in 1839. Trusts and combines control
the suppiies of building material and get
any price that the people are prepared fo
pay for it

Some people advoeate .the abolition of
controls here, saying, “Let us have free com-
petition.” TIn order to show the fallacy, let
me mention a statement in the same report.
The United States Navy during the war
called tenders for a large quantity of cement
to be delivered at 15 ports in the United
States. A total of 206 tenders was received,
and ne fewer than 203 quoted identieal
prices, which goes to show the close co-
operation existing amongst trusts and eom-
bines in America, The report also shows
that, of the 37,000,000 houses in the United
States, 14,000,000 had no flush toilet,
12,000,000 had no bath, and 11,000,000 had
no running water. That is what kappens
under free enterprise—dollars first and the
welfare of the community nowhere.
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I consider it time we got s0me more homes
for Fremantle, which is falling behind in the
building programme. New factories are be-
ing erected in the South Fremantle area and
will employ a large number of men in the
near future. When I spoke to the Housing
Commission about ereeting more homes, I
was told that there was not too much in the
way of building sites available in the South
Fremantle district. The limestone would have
to be taken out of the ground, and thus
building eosts would be too high. At Hamil-
fon Hill, which is about four miles from Fre-
mantle, there is a large area suitable for
building blocks. This land is near to a
road, transport is handy, and there is a
school in the vieinity. Most of this land
is ent into blocks of one acre or two acres
and would be very suitable as sites for
homes. There is also quite a lot of Univer-
sity endowment land in the vieinity.

The Minister for Housing: The Housing
Commission is re-examining that land now,
I believe.

Mr. FOX: T hope that is so. The only
drawhack is the lack of reticulated water.
Anyone who takes a block in that distriet
must sink a well 100 feet deep and install
a windmill to provide a water supply, I
feel sure that if the Water Supply Depart-
ment ran a main from the Newmarket Hotel
or from Carrington-street somewhere nesar
Hilton Park, this area could be supplied. If
people were settled on blocks of one aere or
two seres, they wounld be able to grow some
of their food requirements. The use of this
land was mooted before the war, hut noth-
ing eventuated.

Another matter to which T wish to refer is
the building of MeNess homes. I understand
that there is now no money in the trust.
There is quite a number of old-age pen-
sioners, some of whom have nowhere to go,
and T think the Government might well make
a substantial donation to this trust in order
to maintain the building programme for
aged people who have done their duty by
the State but have not been able o obtain
a home of their own.

The Minister for Housing: The Trust is
still building, to some extent.

Mr. FOX: It is not huilding too many
homes.

The Minister for Housing: That is so.
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Mr. FOX: A man who reared a family in
prewar years did not have much opportun-
ity to save; in faei, a worker on the basic
wage found it diffienlt to make ends meet.
Some of those who were acquiring homes
during the depression lost their eguity in
them. I hope that the Government will show
some consideration for the needs of old-
age pensioners, There are also some widows
with children who are in need of homes.
I am aware that some of the people living
in McNess homes are no longer entitled to
do so. However, they had the qualifications
at the time of going into oecupation, and
although some of them have since married
and members of the family have grown up
and started work, it is probably difficult to
put them out unless they have somewhere
to go.

The Minisier for Housing: There is no
legal power to put them out.

Mr. FOX: I was told that on a previous
occasion. Perhaps the explanation is that
they have an equity in the homes. When
the Lahour Party was in office an experiment
was iried of providing a man with the re-
quisite material to build a house for him-
self. The man made an excellent job of
it; the house is situated in Carrington-street,
Hilton Park. I put this proposition to the
Trost again, but did not meet with any sue-
cess, 1f some of the people eligible for
MeNess homes are prepared to do the work
of building the home without expense to the
irnst, except for the timber and other
material, they should be given an oppor-
tunity te do so. We have had quife a lot
of talk over the air and in the Press about
the menace of soeialism. Let us take a look
at the food position throughout the world
-and see the mess that private enterprise has
made of that-—and it eannot all be put down
to wars, either! Mr. Chester Bowles, Chair-
man of the United Nations appeal for food
for children, said recently—

Thore arc more than 230,000,000 desperately
lngry children in the world, who canuot be
cared for by their parents, their own com-
munitics or their own countries. In the next
12 months it is probable that more children
will die of starvation and diseases of malnu-
trition {han the number of men, women and
chillren killed hy bombs aud builets in the
most devastating year of World War II. Mass
hunger is nnt wholly a consequence of war.

In 1930 two-thirds of the world's people were
mot getting enough te eat, and half of them

swere thildren.
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That is a terrible indictment of the sys-
tem under which we are living. Long ago
Nature solved the food problem—well, no,
we cannot put it down to Natore; but
people have solved the problem. There is
any amount of food in the world—food to
burn-—yet millions of people go hungry. Of
course, while we have private enterprise—
banks and big business interests—pouring
out propaganda over the air, and are only
concerned with prolits, we cannot expect
any improvement from that direction.

To emphasise the statement I have just
read and to show the need for a changed
outlook in regard to food production, 1
would like to refer to something I came
aeross in the paper the other day—and this
will be of some interest to wheat farmers.
It appeared in the Press quite recently
and concerns 94,000,000 bushels of wheat
carried over from the last harvest. I am
referring to the wheat harvest in America.
In the previous harvest, there was a carry-
over of 40,000,000 bushels, and the Gov-
ernment has asked farmers to cut down
wheat sowings to 71,500,000 acres this year,
an eight per cent. reduction on the pre-
vious year or a reduction of 5,780,000 acres
in all. That would mean a reduction of
nearly 70,000,000 bushels of wheat. One
would think that with the food position so
acute throughout the world, nations would
concentrate on produeing as much food as
they could.

Every day we see in the Press re-
marks stressing the necessity for more
produetion. It is more production all the
time; vet in Ameriea where they heve a
carry-over of 94,000,000 bushels of wheat,
notwithstanding the enormous amount they
have exported to European countries, they
are going to cut down the acreage—or the
(tovernment has asked the farmers to eut
down the aereage—by 3,780,000 acres, which
would represent approximately 70,000,000
hushels of wheat, at 12 bushels to the acre.
I do not know what they get to the acre
and whether it is hetter than Western Ans-
tralia’s yield; but I think we can count on
the reduction being 70,000,000 or 80,000,000
bushels. We have that proposed reduction
in spite of the fact that children in the
world are erving ont for food.

Even now we are takinzg up a eollection
in Avrs‘ralia for those children and the
same i being done in England and in other
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British countries. It is nearly time we
produced things for use instead of profit.
Of course we hear propaganda over the air
all the time! T was going to refer to the
remarks made by the member for Wagin,
but the member for Guildford-Midland has
already done that. The member for Wagin
spoke of the need for strengthening the
moral and spiritual forces of our State.
I believe be was earmest in making that
statement and, believing him to be sincere,
I am going to ask him to take stock of the
company he keeps. 1 do not know how the
member for Wagin can reconcile the state-
ments he made in his speech with his as-
sociation with people who make the rotten
statements we hear by way of propaganda
over the air. One in particular should be
sent hack to the sewer where I think he
came from. He makes the rottenest state-
ments that it is possible to make and is
paid for them by the Libera] Party.
Mr, Styants: That is the point.

Mr. Marshall: He does it for profit.

My, FOX: T cannot understand a God-
fearing man ltke the member for Wagin
associating with people of that deserip-
tion.

The Premier: You must get info a tem-
per when you are listening to the wireless!

Mr. FOX: T do not listen to him for
more than five minutes.

The Premier: You never miss him!

Mr. FOX: I would not miss him if T had
a good stick,.  That is about all I would
not miss him with, He is not worth listen-
ing to.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: It is no ecredit to
the Premier that he treats the matter jok-
ingly., ’

Mr, FOX: The member for Canning said
that the Government had never opposed the
40-hour week. I awm going to put on record
again what the Government said or what the
responsible Minister said when the 40-hour
week was being considered. Mr. Lionel
Carter, Secretary of the Employers’ Fed-
eration, who controls the Liberal Party—

The Premier: Rnbbish!

Mr. FOX: There is no doubt about it!
Members opposite are not their own hosscs.
Mr. Carter said—

Reduced hours should not apply to Western
Australia hecause it was at a great disadvan-
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tage compared with ita competitor States.
There was a deliberate go-slow policy in cer-
tain Western Australian industries.

That is always the ery of some of these
fellows who have never done a decent day’s
work in their lives. It is a pity some of
them did not go into the coalmines and try
themselves out there or in some equally
arduous employment,

Mr. May: We do not want them there!

Mr. FOX: Put some of them there and
take “Red” out! My extraet continues, with
reference to Mr. Carter’s statemenf—

He mentioned the coalmining, timber and
building industries. The State Government,
which was in an unsound financial position, was
not in 2 position to grant a 40-hour week.

There js one statement by one of the leaders
of the Liberal Party in Western Australia.

The Minister for Housing: He is uothing
of the kind.

Mr. POX: In “The Daily News” of the
11th April, 1947, appeared the following:—

The new Liberal Government is expected to
withdraw its support from the 40-hour case
from tcday or tomorrow.

The Minister for Housing: You read the
official statement!

Mr. FOX: The report in “The Daily
News” continued—

Mr. Sholl, who is appearing for ecertain em-

ployers, said that i the 40-hour week were
granted by the court he would ask that the
West Ausgtralian employers be excluded for
gpecial economic reasons.
It has never been very bard to dig up &
reason why the workers should not be grant-
ed some concession. I have never known
yet the time when it was opportune for them
to be given a concession,

The Minister for Housing: Do you favour
the 30-hour week?

Mr. FOX: Yes, I am in favour of the 30-
hour week; and I am looking forward to
the time when a couple of hours’ work will
be a slight interruption in a life of leisure.
We have reason to look forward to that, too.
When we have developed atomie power, &
couple of hours’ work will be sufficient to
feed and clothe and house the lot of us.
It would be enough now, if we did not have
so many drones. Here is another quotation
illustrating the Government’s attitude to
the 40-hour week. It appeared in ‘‘The
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West Australian’’ of the 15tk April, 1947,
and reads as follows:—

A change in the Western Aunstralian Govern-
menl’s representation in the 40-hour week ease
before the Commonwealth Arbitration Court
was avnounced yesterday by the Minister for
Labour (Mr, Thorn). He said that Mr. K.
Ashkanasay, K. C.,, who was representing the
Vietorian and Tasmanian Labour Governments
at the hearing, would no longer represent the
W.A. tovernment. Instead, the State would be
represented by Mr. D. C. Williams, who waa
alsp appearing for the South Australian Gov-
ernment, :

Those were the two States that opposed the
introduction of the 40-hour week.

The Minister for Housing: Western Aus-
tralia did not oppose the 40-hour week.
They left the matter to the Court.

Mr. FOX: Yes, they did! The time is not
opportune. That is what the Minister for
Labour said.

The Minister for Housing: The Common-
wealth said the time was not opportune.

Mr. FOX: Is that opposing the 40-hour
week, or telling the Court to grant it? So
much for the 40-hour week. I do nof want
to take toa long.

The Premier: Hear, hear!
The Minister for Housing: Go ahead!

Mr. FOX: I have a few more matters
to diseuss.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: The Ministers
are looking very unpleasant and unhappy.

Mr. FOX: T would like to draw the at-
tention of the Minister for Works to one or
two things. I think he must be very hard-
worked. T believe he is, but I would like
him to do up the Rockingham-road along
Carrington-street. That is part of the Roek-
ingham-road. A number of factories have
bheen built there and others are to he erccted
in the nenr future, and T would like the
Minister to consider widening the road at
least a; far as that or up to Hamilton Hill
It is a main road, but the road is narrow.
There ix an enormous amount of traflic on
the Rockingham-road during the summer—
traftic to Mandurah and to Rockingham.
Between 10,000 and 12,000 people visit those
place: during the summer for weekends and
there have heen a number of acecidents en
route. The road iz narrow and in some
places has been built up so that if one
vehicle has to pass another at one partienlar
wpot there is a danger of the road breaking
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away and the vehiele over-turning. The
Main Roads Board should widen it another
10 or 12ft, at least in order to make it safe
for the enormous number of people who
use it, especially during the holiday period.
I would like him to do the city end flrst
in order to give better facilities to the fac-
tories being erected fhere.

Another matter I would like the Minister
to attend to is the repair of a slip that was
provided by the Government many years
ago. For a time it was maintained but it
has been very difficult to get anything done
on it recently. I know that a deputation
from the returned soldiers has waited on
the Minister but without success,

The Minister for Works: What
name of the slip?

Mr. FOX: I do not know that it has a
name. It is in Marine Terrace at the
foot of, I think, Ada-street.

The Minister for Works: Do you not
know the name it goes by ?

Mr. FOX: I do not think it has any parti-
cular name, It might be known as Mews's
slip. Mr. Mews is engaged in ship-building
at present. Boats have to be built in & shed
some distance from the beach. Fairly lorge
fishing boats ere constructed. When I was
there last they had two under construction,
and they had to get them out the best way
they eculd. There is no line and they have
to launch ships as well as they can. If
they hand a decent slip, there would be no
trouble.  From £20 to £30 is involved in
launching one of these boats, which =uppiy
a greal need for the fishing fleet in Fre-
mantle and distriet,

Diring  last gesjon T wnut it to  the
Minister for Edueation that his predecessor
had promised that he would give a sub-
sidv, on a pound for pound basis, to
schools that installed wireless sets. One
school in my distriet, which has a very pro-
gressive Parents and Citizens’ Association,
has already done that, and the equipment
cost about £180. It would be a great help
to such people if the Minister would show
some sympathy for the good work they are
doing, and would give a subsidy, even if not
o p poind fer ponnd bas's. T have not hald
the opvortunity of cxamining the repert of
the committee, headed by Professor Mur-
doeh, which ingquired into matters relating
to the Goldfields water scheme. I think

is the
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that report coincides with the statements I
made in this House last year. At all events,
the report is on the Table today, though I
have not had the opportunity to read the
recommendations, if any.

When the member for Middle Swan wns
addressing the House on that subject, he
made reflections on the Historical Society,
and aceused that body of bias and of having
published misleading statements about the
construction of that water seheme. I think
the report of the committee of inquiry was
published in “The Kalgoorlie Miner” and
I am informed that it suggested that the
member for Middle Swan should make an
apology to the Historieal Society. I think
that ig the least he should do. That society
is & body of men interested only in faets
and not in giving kudos to anyone. Iis
purpose js to record historieal facts, as such,
from authenticated documents. It made an
examination of the facts and I understand
that no foundation in fact was found for
the assertions of the member for Middle
Swan, I feel that the only decent thing be
can do is to withdraw his statements and
apologise to the society for the unfounded
statements he made ahout that body.

Mr. Grayden: My statements were com-
pletely founded.

Mr. FOX: I hold no brief for that society,
though I know two members of it slightly.
One of them is J. K. Ewers, whom I knew
when he was a teacher some years ago at
the Beaconsfield school. The other is M.
Bray, who I think was employed in the De-
partment of Native Affairs. I became
acquainted with Mr. Ewers at Fremantle
and with Mr, Bray when visiting the offices
of his department. I do not know any
other members of the society, but I am con-
cerned ahofit a member rising in this House
to make statements that are later proved
not to be borne out by fact. He should
have the decency to withdraw those state-
ments and apologise to the soeciety for
having made them.

Mr. Gravden: I will reply to that.

Mr. FOX: The hon. member ma:" do so,
hut what I said last session tallied closely
with the report of the commission of in-
quiry. I was asked to give evidence hefore
the innuiry but replied that T knew nothing
ahont the matter of my own personal know-
ledge, and was therefare not in a position
to be of any help. T said I had nothing to
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say on the matter. Not very long ago a
compeny was formed jn Western Australia,
known as The Serviee and ex-Service Men's
Housing Company Ltd. It was formed to
carry on building operations, with a eapi-
tal of 5,000 £1 shares, and was registered
in Perth. According to its memorandum
of agreement it eonld earry on all kinds
of building operations, the manufacture of
building requisites, and so on. Its ramifica-
tions were to be very wide, and had it
been successful it would have become a
large concern. Unfortunately it was not
suceessful and I am disturbed about the
action of the agenis of the ecompany—for
which I suppose the company is responsible
—whieh. amounted to nothing short of
fraud,

The Minister for Housing: Has not that
compiny been wound up by the court?

Mr. FOX: I believe so. The ecompany,
or its agents, accepted deposits from people
who required homes to be built. I believe
it advertised in thke Press, although I am
not sure about that. At all events, it ac-
cepted deposits from people who wished to
have houses built. The depositors patd in
their money. It was spent, and they did
not know where it went; it certainly was
not spent for the purpose for which it was
paid in. T contend that if a man goes to
an agent or a huilding company and puts
down a deposit in order to have a home
built, the money should be used for that
porpose and ne other. This company ae-
cepted deposits of over £8,000 from various

people in the metropolitan area.

Mr. May: And some in Collie, too.

My. FOX: They say one fool is born every
minute. At the same time the company in-
cutred dobts of approximately £3,000. T
know of cne man who lost nearly everything
he possessed when the Japs raided Darwin
and he gave this company £200 by way of
deposit on o home. He was then ligng
at Fremantle, but has now shifted to the
Leonora distriet. When he approached the
Fx-Servicomen’s Housing Company for the
return of his deposit, he was informed that
ks meney had heen spent and that he eould
not get anything back at all. He did naot
have a permif to build and had very liitle
chance of getting one as his family only
came under the three-unit category. This
man had made several attempts to secure a
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home from the Housing Commission, but
eventually these “go-getters” must have told
him that they would have no trouble in
“securing ome for him. When the company
accepted his deposit of £200, they gave him
a receipt for shares in the company, yet
Clause 7 of their Articles of Association
reads that shares in the company shall not
be disposed of to any person who has not
served in the Armed Forces of Australia,
Great Britain or any other Dominion of the
British Empire. This man was given a re-
ceipt for £200 for shares in the company,
but he had not served in any of the Armed
Forces of the Commonwealth, or of Great
Britain or of the Dominions and therefore
under the Company's Articles of Association
he was not eligible to hold shares.

Another case that was brought under my
notice is even worse than the one I have
already quoted.  Representatives of the
company approached a lady who was living
in a beach shack at Rockingham and they
sold her one share in the company for £1—
they are £1 shares. The lady also paid over
a deposit of £425 on a home to be built for
which she received a receipt. The receipt
states that the sum of £425 is a deposit on a
house to he built and is signed “A. Cus-
worth” who, I think, was the secretary of
the company at that time. A share ecertifi-
cate No. 119 was then forwarded to this
lady. On the 31st March an agent of the
ecompany informed her thaf if she paid the
balance of the money regquired for the home
—namely, £800—she would get her house
built moye quickly. This sum was paid—or
1 should say, a sum of £805 was paid to the
company. What the extra £5 was for I do
not know, but the fotal amount paid was
£1,230. On receipt of this balance the lady
was forwarded a share certificate which
stated she was the holder of 800 shares, Nos.
316 to 1115 inelusive, in the Serviece and
ex-Service Men's Housing Company Ltd.
This lady has never been a member of the
Farces and_she has no chance in the world
of getting a permit to bnild as she only has
a two-unit family. Yet this company
accepied £1,230 from this woman for the
ostensibie purpose of building a home. That
is pure robbery.

Mr. Triat: Of course it is.

Mr. May: Was 2 man named Ward mixed
up with this company?
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Mr, FOX: I do not know. It is one of
the worst confidence tricks I have ever
known. Men have been put in gaol for
putting over such tricks in this State as
well as in the Eastern States. They might
as well have sold her the Town Hall or the
Sydney Harbour Bridge and I do not con-
sider that this company should be allowed
to get away with it.

My, Triat: Of course it should not.

Mr. FOX: In order to satisfy myself as
to the possibility of this woman reeeiving a
permit I rang the Housing Commission and
cne of the officers informed me that she had
no chance in the world of getting a home,
I do not know whether this company, when
it set out on this stunt, relied on the prom-
ises made by the Government that it would
build homes for two-unit families.

The Premier: When was it operaﬁng?

Alr, FOX: It was operating in 1946 and
the receipt is dated the 31st March, 1947,

The Premier: That was hefore we came
into power.

Mr. FOX: No, after you came into power.
The Premier: It was not. It was before
we came into power.

Mr. FOX: It was after the Premier had
delivered his Budget Speech.

Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. FOX: Before the tea adjournment 1
was saying that the Government cannot
shirk all responsibility for those sharpers’
tricks in connection with houging. The fact
that the Government has as & plank in its
platform that it is going to supply houses
to two-unit families led those house-hungry
people to believe that there was something
in jt, and made them fall very easy prey to
those sharpers that came along and put that
proposition up to them.

The Premier: That company was in
linuidation before we took office,

My, FOX: It was not in liguidation be-
fore the Premier made his poliey speech.
Mr. Mann: That is very nasty language.

Mr. FOX: 1 suppose it is, hut it was
very nasty for those poor people to lose
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every cent they had in the world. They
paid in £8,000 in deposits and they were
people that could ill-afford to lose their
money. If it were some of the wealthy
members on the other side of the House,
it would not matier twopence.

The Premier: That has nothing to de
with the Government.

* Mr. FOX: The Government cannot shirk
the responsibility for these sharpers putting
up the tale that they could promise houses
for two-unit families. They eannot do it
and the Government must take its share of
the responsibility. This receipt is dated the
81st Mareh, 1947 and the Government put
forth its poliey speech before the 31st
March, 1947.

The Premier:
meat.

Mr. ¥OX: That is a good argument; that
is how the Premier got into office. The
Government was elected on promises that it
knew it could not fulfil. People put out a
couple of hundred pounds they could ill-
afford to spare, trying to get a house bub
could not get it because the Housing Com-
mission would not build two-unit houses.
The people said, “Here is a chance,” and
the eompany said, “We wil] get a permit
for you to build.”

The Premier: That crowd had ceased to
operate when we took office.

My. FOX: That may be. In fack, I may
have been one of the people who was respon-
sible for their poing inte liguidation. I
went into the gompany’s office to see how
matters stood regarding a man who wanfed
to get his £200 bhack. I was told 4hat the
company had no meney and I was asked to
wait a fortnight, but I went along and saw
a solieitor and asked him to issve a writ for
the £200. Shortly afterwards the com-
pany went into liquidation. The Govern-
ment made the promises on the hustings
and it has to take the consequences for
urging these sharpers on.

The Premier: They had ceased to operale.

That is not a good argu-

Mr. POX: The Government was in offiee
on the 20th December, 1947, and the Premier
«<annot deny it. T have a case which was in
existence ahout that date. I have also an-
other one here dated the 4th Deecember,
1947, These are two cases of depuosits on
homes of £100 each. The Government can-
not say it was not in office at that time.
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Those cases occurred after the preseni Gov-
ernment took office, but that is beside the
point.

The Premier: We will give you the facts.

Mr. FOX: The people forming that com-
pany would never have informed the publie
they could get houses unless the statement
made on the hustings was believed. I knew
the Commission eould not provide a house
for a two-unit family and I koew it would
not give a house to two-unit families, and it
has not done s0 up to the present. Just to
show how bad this company was, this is a
contracl drawn up for one of the people
involved. It reads: “£420 on the signing of
the agreement.” That is the first clause in
the contract. “£300 on the issue of the com.-
pany’s building permit;’’ ‘‘£300 building
permit seecond draw;’’ ‘‘£200 -as final
payment.’’ These people came along and
said: "Give us the whole of the money
stipulated, and we will build a house
quickly.” Of course, the woman concerned
put the mobney in and it disappeared. The
Government cannot shirk the whole of the
responstbility for the action of these
sharpers. If the Attorney General has not
too much of a headache when he is dealing
with price-fixing, I suggest he looks into
this matier with the object to getting the
money returned or putting the sharpers
where they belong. @

Mr. Nimmo: They have not got any
money.

The Minister for Education: When did
they start taking money for these homes?

Mr, FFOX: It does not matter,

The Minister for Edueation: It matters
as much as the things you have beea telling
us.

Mr. POX: [ was dealing with two-unit
families in 1947. I do not know the dates
of all the cther applications, but T can tell
the House the date of two applieations that
1 know of.

Ar. Nimmo: I can give you the names of
12 up to £1,500, and not in this Govern-
ment’s time,

Mr. POX: T am accusing the Government
of giving these sharpers an opportunity to
obtain money from the people by saving
it would build two-unit houses when it
knew that would be impossible.

Mr. Nimmo: And I had to put the police
on to them, and they closed them up,
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Mr. FOX: I made a start before the hon.
member did.

Mr, Yates: They started in your time, so
you must have bad the best opportunity.

Mr. FOX: It does not matter when they
started. It may have been a legitimate
company and gone along all right, but I
think someone should be appointed to in-
vestigate the operations of such companies
as these. We had a company in this State
before—I forget its name—that swindled
men right and left. The promoter of this
company sold shares in it and then paid
wages, salaries and everything else out of
the money obtained before the police got on
to him, and before the Select Committee

was appointed to inquire into it. I was a
member of thai committee.

The Minister for Eduaeation: Do you
mean Barker?

Mr, FOX: No, 1 mean Alcorn, The more

recent enterprise used the depositz received
on other buildings and I suppose paid all
their office expenses out of them also. I
hope to have some sort of inquiry and get
some information as to where all these de-
posits of money went.

My, Yates: What about ancther Select
Committee?

Mr. FOX: I.think the Government ought
to be able to do that. The company has
been foreed into ligquidation and the liquida-
tor ought to he able to give the necessary
information. If we had a Select Commit-
tee, we wounld have a man competent to go
into the matter. I think I bave said enough
on that question at this time.

I want to say a few words about
one of the most hoosted Ministers of
the present (fovernment; I refer to the
Honorary Minister for Supply and Ship-
ping. Every day in the Press we hear
of the wonderful things she is doing,
and all the stuff she is getting from the
Eastexn States. Let me tell the Honorary
Minister that she is a source of amusement
to the men on the watexfront and those con-
nected with shipping. Those men know
where the information comes from because
that is their job, and one could get that in-
formation from the newspaper every day
of the week up to the time the war
started. It could not be published after it
started for security reasons. They knew
weeks before a ship was coming in and
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agents used te put an advertisement in the
paper when such and such a ship was due.

I suggest that the Honorary Minister's
activities amount to about nil. When I was
in the East I ecalled on the gentleman
responsible for the allocation of cargo space.
I hope he does not get the sack for dis-
cussing the mabter with me. He was ap-
pointed by a Labour Government and was
only speaking of faets. I asked him what
the arrangements were about loading ships,
and he said, “We have a certain amount of
stuff coining in here, and all we can do is to
allocate the quota to the various States.” 1
told him that we in Western Australia could
do with more baths, wash-basins and so
forth, and he replied, “You ecannot get
more than your quata. You get that and
‘no more.”

The Honorary Minister: That is rubbish.

Mr. FOX: Quite early in the piece, when
this boom staried, a paragraph appeared in
the newspaper about a ship that was ex-
pected to reach Fremantle with a large
cargo. I did not know anything about it
and so went to the wharf and one of the
lumpers asked, “What do you think of that
paragraph by Mrs. Cardell-Oliver in the
newspaper ahout & ship ecoming in tomor-
row with such-and-such on hoard? That
ship arrived two days ago” I do not be-
lieve in misleading the people. If the
Honorary Minister were doing a good job,
she should receive eredit for it.

The Premier: I do not think you would
give the Governmeni much credit, whatever
it did.

Mr, FOX: T cannot see that it deserves
mneh eredit to date. It has done nothing.

The Premier: That would be your tale,
whatever we did.

Mr. FOX: The present Governmen{ has
done nothing, though it did receive a good
legacy from the Labour Government.

The Minister for Railways: My word, we
did!

Mr. FOX: We were also told hy the
Honorary Minister that a ship was leaving
Adelaide on & certain date with antomobile
hodies on board, whereas the vessel had left
two days before. I know where the Honor-
ary Minister gets her information. Al]l she
has to do is to ring up the seeretary of the
Shipowners’ Association, Mr, Hardouin, the
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same as I used to do when I worked in the
office at Fremantle, He could advise one of
any ship that was expected a month ahead.

Mr. Yates: One has to find out somewhere.

Mr. FOX: I think, too, that the Honorary
Minister nmst be the only person in West-
ern Australia not aware that wool was in
short supply. T agree with everything the
member for Mt. Magnet said when he spoke
of the dissolution of the Victorian Assembly
and the Tasmanian Assembly. “The West
Australian,’’ in a leading article, described
the happening in the words, ‘* This is demo-
cracy.” In my opinion, it is & travesty on
demoeracy, worse than Hitlerism. InTas-
mania the Legislative Couneil defied the
wishes of the members of the Assembly
elected by adult suffrage. If the Council had
given the people an opportunity to say
whether the Upper House should be abo-
lished, I would have a better opinion of
that Chamber. Here there would have to
be a majority of the members of the Couneil
in favour of abolition before that House
would go out of existence,

The Premier: And I think it would be
pretty hard even then.

Mr. FOX: T have occupied an exeentive
position in an industrial union and I say
that, if the same thing had been done in this
State, I would have done my best to see
that the men did not do & tap of work, That
would be the way to show the Counecil where
it stood- Members talk about Communism.
Actions of that sort drive men to become
Communists. How many of the wives of
member: of this House have a vote for the
Legislative Couneil? My wife has not a
vote for that House; I am the only member
of the family that has.

The Honorary Minister: If you are the
only pereon in your house to have a vote
xon are silly. Women ean grt votes.

Mr. FOX: I am satisfied that the Honor-
ary Minister is one of the meost reactionary
members I have ever known. However, I
think I have finished for the time being
with the Honorary Minister for Supply and
Shipping.

Hon. A. R, G. Hawke: You have sunk her.

Mr. FOX: Not all the ships that come
into the port mrrive fully laden, and the
Honorary Minister eannot do anything be-
eause the agents have everything to do with
the loading of the vessels. They are a law
unto themselves and they listen to nobody.
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Mr. Mann: We ecan make our own

arrangements,

Mr. FOX: Your bosses will not allow
yon ta do it. The Liberal Party lives on
you fellows; you did not have an opportun-

-ity to de it.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The
hon. member must address the Chair.

Mr. FOX: In fact, the hon. wmember's
representatives told ws that. They said,
“We have no say in the matter,” and I do
not suppose they had any say. The hon.
member's friends had their mortgages and
doubtless the banks told them what te do at
that time, just as the banks will tell them
in future if they are not already deing so.
The farmers may be having a run of pros-
perity at present, but they are looking to
the Commonwealth fo give them a decent
subsidy on wheat. There have been Coun-
try Party members in the Commonwealth
Parliament for 27 years and they have done
nothing to help the farmers. The Labour
Government was the only one that helped
them.

If the Sfate Government instructed the
Harbour Trust to undertake all the ship-
ping work at the chief port, it would be
done more cheaply for the primary pro-
ducers. Even for the handling of bulk
wheat, it seems necessary to have another
expert employer, and no matter what the
farmers or their representatives might say
to the contrary, he will be with them for a
long time. T should now like to say a few
‘words about the fishing industry.

My, Triat: You have been gebting a few
bites already.

Mr. FOX: Yes. The fishing industiry is
in n very good position to further the inter-
ests of the Fshermen and ensure that the
publie reccives fish at a reasounable rate.

[Mr. Triat took the Chair.]

Mr, Bovell: What did your Government
do?

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. FOX: We ought to have a record
made, so that the Acting Speaker ecan press
his foot in ovder to repeat that parrot-ery.
It would save a great deal of trouble. The
memher for Kalgoorlie told us about the 14
years the Labour Government was in office.
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During that time we had nine years of de-
pression. We had been in office only about
18 months after the war ended. The depres-
sion was organised by the banking friends
of the member for Sussex, who are doing
their utmost to defeat the Lahour Govern-
ment at the next Federal elections. The men
who engineered the depression are now =ay-
ing, **We will have another depression and
bring the workers down to their knees.”
But the workers are too well organised now
and there is no chanee of treating them in
that way again. They will never stand for
another 1928-39 period. I have heard some
well-known Liberals who have money in-
vested and who consider thai the workers
are not sweating enough to earn them divi-
dends say, “What we wani is another de-
pression.” They take no thought for the
sufferings of women and children. I ecould
give the names of these men, hut do not
want to.

The Premier: They are very irresponsible
people,

Mr. FOX: Well, they belong to the Pre-
micer’s party.

The Premier: You have a few irrespon-
sible people in your own party.

Mr. FOX: I ean name the men to whom I
have referred.

The Premier: You know we do not sub-
seribe to that.

My. FOX: When a strike occurs and the
pockets of those men are affected, they say,
“We want another depression to bhring these
men to their senses.” That is a nice way of
looking at things! From my experience, T
know that workers do not want to sbrike;
they live a hand-to-mouth existence, except
that in the war years they did work a fair
amomt of overtime. That was the only
chance they had of getting something to-
gether, They think twice before they go
on strike,

My, Revnolds: They are like my poor
timber workers!

Mr. FOX: As I said when I was so rudely
interrupted while dealing with the fishing
industry, we should have a hoard to control
the indusfry in order to give it a chance to
get on ite feet. Other industries in the
State, such as the dried fruits industry, are
controlled by boards. My experience has
convineed me that voluntary pools are en-
tirely nnsaticfactory, as some members of
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the poot will always sell outside of it.
Therefore, before long these voluntary pools
are broken up. The Minister for Lands is
aware of thai fact. A voluntary pool was
tried in the Spearwood distriet. I con-
tinned for about 12 months, but some of the
growers sold outside the pool and the conse-
quence was that it had to dishand. Fisher-
men should be given the opportunity to put
their business on a sound footing.

We consume but a small quantity of fish
in Australia; T think it is only about 201h.
per head, and only about 91b. of that quan-
tity iz caught in our waters. The reason
for this is that fish are too dear. [ noticed
quite recently that South African fillet is
coming on our market and being sold at less
than the price of local fish, The Metropoli-
tan Fisheries, Ltd., has 35 tons of fish stored
in freezers, and there iz not room left for
another bag, About 90 fons of fish are
stored in the metropolitan area, The fish-
ing company I mentioned, in order to get
rid of some of the fish, reduced the price to
the wholesalers by 10 per cent., bui the
wholesalers continued to sell at the same
price as they had charged before this redue-
tion was made. T ean understand that, too,
because they have about 60 tons stored in
freezers in the metropolitan area. Fisher-
men must ineur a large capital expendituore.
A fishing boat costs from £1,000 o £2,000.
Some cost as mueh as £5,000. T know of
one such vesse] that is engaged in erayfish-
ing.

Hon, F. J. 8. Wise: Every boat in Shark
Bay is laid up because of this.

Mr. FOX: About 30 fishermen associated
with the company I have mentioned are idle
in Shark Bay hecause further storage is not
available for fish. I would like the Minister
for Fisheries to examine the RBill that was
on the stocks when the Lahour Government
went out of affice and make an cndeavour
to re-introduce if, as it would prove to he of
henefit to all concerned. The industry would
be put on a bhetter footing and the publie
could be assured of gettine fish at a cheaper
rate, as the price could be fixed. As T
said, it is impossible to organise this indus-
trv on a voluntary basis.

MR, BHILL (Albany) [7.57]: A few days
ago, as I was standing by the Town Hall
waiting for a tram, an ex-member of Parlia-
ment eame to me and said, “I would like



[4 Aveusr, 1948.] 243

you to offer my congratulations to the deficit had grown to £47,766. The Fre-

young member for Wagin for having the
courage to stand up and say what he did.”

Opposition Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. HILL: I endorse that remark, and
am not going to sa&y which is the more
righteous side. The world would be a much
better place today if the so-called christian

palions  ecarried out the principles of
christianity.

Mr. Reynolds: I emphatically agree with
you.

Mr. HILL: I believe that God, the

Ceeator, or Nature, give Him what name
you will, plays a far higger part in our
affairs than He is usually given eredit for.
The Speaker, when he takes the Chair’at
the commencement of a sitting,  reads
prayers; but we want to go a little further
than that. We should consider what God
intends us to do and ¢ry to carry on our job
as members of Parliament, The chairman
of the port authority of New York said the
same thing in another way. He referred to
past mistakes and missed opportunities and
said the task was to apply modern science,
experience and invention to the nalural
advantages at hand. Nature has been very
. generoups to us, hut we have not made the
most of her gifts to us.

The Leader of the Opposition, in a recent
speech, dealt ably with some of our natura!
advantages, I must congratulate him upon
stealing two of my pieces of thunder. He
mentioned the continual drift in the finances
of the State, and I was extiremely pleased
when he referred to the need for developing
the southern end of the State. Perhaps, when
the hon. member has had a little more ex-
perience, he may advocate that we give eon-
sideration to the report on transport in Aus-
tralia, with special teference to port facili-
ties, by the late Sir George Buchanan. I
am referring to transport because it is one
of the world’s greatest problems. Some
figures relating to transport in this State
wil] be of interest. The Lahour Party took
office in 1924 and, except for the three years
of the depression, held offiee until, 1947,

Mr. Reynolds: It did a wonderful job.

Mr. HILL: When they took office, our
railways for 1923-24 showed a defleit of
£30,707. For 1946-47 the deficit had grown
to £1,568,080. The tramways in 1923.24
showed  a surplus of £4,689. In 1947 the

mantle Harbour Trost showed a surplus of
£117,797 in 1924 which in 1947 bad de-
ereased to £78,077. “Fremantle—other”
shows a deficit of £13,134. The oniy out-
port for which figures are available is Bun-
bury, iwhich showed a surplus in 1924 of
£796. In 1946-47 there was a deficit of
£2,781,700. There has been a further deficit
of £4,188 on “Bunbury—other.” Those four
activities, when the Lahour Party took
office, showed a surplus of £92,575. When
they went out of office the defieit was
£1,582,902.

Hon, A. R. &. Hawke: What about the

calamilous three years of the Mitchell-
Latham Government? -
Mr. HILL: Members opposite must

accept their share of the respansibility.
Figures for all the ports of the State are
not available. There would have been a
surplus in 1923-24 but last year there was a
defieit of £113,000, Roads and bridges
showec, another defieit of £11-4577. The
party now in opposition has done its full
share in bringing about a dvift in the State
finances. Ever since T have been a member
of thiy House I have drawn atiention to
that drift and made speecia] reference to
transport problems.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: What are you go-
ing to do about the present driff?

Mr. HILL: In addition to the figures I
have quoted, there is the appalling position
of locomotives and rollingstock. The mem-
ber for Sounth Fremantle referred to the
legacy left hy the Labour Party. That
party left a legacy in what is probably the
worst transport system in the ecivilised
world. When the member for Pingelly took
on the job of Minister for Transport he
undertook the hardest job ever undetrtaken
by a Minister in Western Australia, and it
is the duty of this Parliament and of indivi-
dual members on both sides of the House to
give him & fair deal and every assistance.
To clean up our transport problem we want
first of all sound administration and a
sound port poliey. They are only two of the
things we need. We read a lot and hear a
lot about private enterprize. Some consider
there should be more private enterprise in
transport.

Let us face some facts. The responsi-
bility of the Government is to provide the
whole of the State and every portion of it
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with economic transport. Private enter-
prise is ount to make money. Under
sound povernment the principle is that the
strong must help the weak, Privale enter-
prise is out to benefit the strong and let the
Government carry the weak. Unfortunately
(Government control does not always mean
efticiency. When Government activities
make a loss they have the taxpayer to fall
back on, but if private enterprise makes
2 loss it goes bankrupt. The biggest co-
operative company in Western Australia is
Western Aunstralia Unlimited. It has over
half a million shareholders. The youngest
individtua] born is a sharehelder and remains
o shareholder as long as he stays above
ground in this State. Every shareholder
today has a debt of just on £260. When a
~harcholder reaches the age of 21 he has a
right to vote for a director,

Mr, Graham: Not for 30 of the direetors!

Mr. HILL: Yes, for a representative.
It is interesting to note that there is only
one place where the Leader of the Opposi-
tion and the higgest idiot of the land is on
the one footing, and that is the polling
booth.

Hon. A. R. (3, Hawke: An idiol hasn’t the
right to vote.

Mr. HILL: If everyone could be induced
to realise that Government money is his
money and that the Government is not some
vrgAnisation with an unlimited supply of
money, things would he better. In a private
concern the shareholders see that the diree-
tors do their job. The shareholders in &
private concern would never tolerate a
director earrying on and making a speech
such as a member did in this House not
many hours ago. The Government and pri-
vate enterprise are hoth necessary and it is
the (fovernment's responsihility to regulate
hoth. To achieve this regulation with regard
to transport, I suggest that there should be
a Minister for Transport as ministerial head
of a department of transport and that he
be assisted by a director of transport and
a4 transport council. As the tiransport
eouneil, 1 suggest the heads of all Govern-
ment transport aectivities, with representa-
tives of private motor transport, shipping
interegts, trade unions, primary producers
and commercial interests.

Mr. Hegney: Have you put this up to the
Minister for Transport?
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Mr. HILL: It is part of our policy-
Some peopie will say, “Another board, with

s0 many Government representatives!” But

it has to be realised that the Government
representatives on the transport council
would represent an investment of nearly
£40,000,000, Heaven knows how many mil-
lions of pounds would he represented by the
molor transport representative or how
many millions of pounds would be repre-
scoted in the shipping that comes to Aus-
tralia and trades at our ports. But the aim
must he to have the various private and
public agenecies operating through a co-
ordinating authority so that eaeh aetivity
works where it can best serve the com-
munity as & whole. In dealing with sound
port policy a few weeks ago I wrote an
article on this problem. T did not men-
tion any port in Western Australia but
dealt with the matter generally. I will now
read the article to members. It is as
follows :—

Of all major problems, that of ports is
prohably least understood. The late Sir David
J. Owen, formerly Goneral Manager of the
Port of London Authority, in hig presidential
address to the Inatitute of Transport in 1930,
dealt with the ‘‘Problem of Port Costs.’’ He
aaid (inter alia):—*‘The Anglo-S8axon people
are prone to worship antiquity sometimes to
the detriment of efficiency.’? Mr. E. H. Outer-
bridge, Chairman of the first Port of New
York Authority, when outlining some of the
difficultica confronting tho mnewly appointed
Authority referred to the general ignorance
and indifference to the problem, and the stub-
bern adhereace to old customs. Here in West-
ern Australia one hears on all sides that ench
port should handle its own trade; one port
must not rob another, ete., and our State is the
only country in the worlhl where the Binte i
divided into Port zones.

The first queation we must ask ourselves is
‘"What is a port?’’ Sir George Buchanan, in
his report on ‘! Transport in Australin with
special reference to TPort and Harhour Faeili-
tieg'" defines ports us *‘The mediums or
clearing-houses between sea and land trans-
port.”’ ¢°On the ports,”' he says ‘‘their cffici-
eney and their proper loeation the whole ays-
tem of transport largely depends.’” Here in
W.A. there has been a continual retrogression
of our transport system over the last 20 or
more years. Today our railways are omn
the verge of vcollapse. For 1946-47 our
rajlways made a loss of £1,568,090 and
the ports a loss of £113,515. TIn addition
to these staggering figures we¢ have the
inahility of the railways to haul the wheat and
super; the fact that Fremantle has almost a
monopoly of the State’s trade, and the snow-
ball growth of the metropolitan area and the
deeline in the population of the urban areas.’’
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To improve our transport is an immenge
task. The Navy, the Army, and the Air Force,
all played their part to bring victery. Each
service had to have efficient administration, and
in addition, there was a supreme command to
co-ordinate all the services, Similarly, each of
our various transport services has capabilities
of usefully serving the eommunity. To work
effectively ench transport service must have
efficient administration, and in addition, we
must have an administrator corresponding to
the supreme command during the war. Here, in
this State, we have no supreme transport ad-
ministration, and no State port administration,
One of the first things that the supreme com-
mand did when planning the offensive wag to
select suitable bases. Similarly, one of the first
things that we must do in this State is to
decide what ports are to be developed and for
what purpose. Sir David Owen said *‘A portig
not in itself o means of conveyance or of
transport; it is only a facility for the actnal
instruments of transport. A port in order to
he effective must adapt itself to the changing
means of transport. If it does not, its trade
will leave it, or if that is not possible, trade
will be handicapped by increased costs and
delays. We cannot have ports everywhere,
as a port, as a link in the chain of transport,
is an enormously costly one to provide.'’

There has been a revolution in tranaport dur-
ing this century. On land, bullock wagons have
been replaced by railways and motors. On sea
the revolution has been just as great. The im-
provements in land transport have inereased
the arez which a port may serve, The increase
in size of ships and the inerease in labour costs
have all over the world reanited in the increase
of trade at the big ports at the expense of
thelr smaller neighbours, The problem has
been the subjeet of expert investigation and
report. Sir Qeorge Buchanan stated:— ‘Al
ports cannot be developed as overseas ports.
The most suitable ports should be selected,
all political wire-pulling cut out, and the sel-
ected ports properly developed as modern
ports.??

The Federal Transport Committce of 1929
recommended closing some of the minor ports
and concentrating trade by road and rail trans-
port on the more suitable ports. The Common-
wenlth Grants Commission, and every shipping
man that gave evidence before the Outports
Royal Commiasion, stressed the faet that a mul-
tiplicity of norts is uneconomic. The present
position in this State shonld convinee the most
fervent worshipper of antiquity, and the most
stubborn adherents to old customs, that to
talk of each port handling its own trade is
like flogging a dead horse, and that our port
zone system has failed. On land we have con-
structed roads to snit motor transport, and the
village smithy is replaced by a motor garage
with very costly equipment, There is as much
difference between a modern ship and the sail-
ing ship as between a spring cart and a ten-
ton motor truck., But a large section of the
communily expeet modern ships to use sailing
ship parte, Such a poliey could he eompared to
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expecting a motor truck to go to a village
smithy. The first consideration, when consider-
ing our port policy, is the nceds of the ship.
A ship is only earning money when travelling.
In 1939, a coastal ship cost £200,000 with
amortisation cxpenses of £10,000 a year, and
it spent 30 per eent. of its time in port. Now
a. gimilar ghip would cost £500,000 with amort-
isation expenses of £25,000 o year, and G0 per
cent, of the time is mow spent in the ports,
Consequently, very substantial inecreascs in
freight eharges have been made. In the case
of overseng ships, costs have heen similarly jn-
creased, A recent article in ‘*The West Aus-
tralian’’ explained that an extra day at Fre-
mantle for a 7,000 ton freighter cost the ghip
approximately £400. The 10,000 ton motor re-
frigeration ships, hefore the war, cost £600,000,
These vesscls were the enemies submarines”
Np, 1 target. They ave being replaced by
12,000-25,000 ton ships with a capital cost of
£1,250,000 to £1,500,000. The daily cost of
such a ship is very heavy.

As a matter of faet, one of these ships
took a full eargo of fruit from Hobart to
London, and the freight for that one voy-
age wes no less than £131,000. My article
continues—

The attempt to make ships use all eubports
will tend to foree all ships to the capital port.
This will increase the eancerous growth of the
metropolitan area. By limiting the numher of
the ourports we willi encourage some of the
ships to use the selected outports, instead of
all going to the capital port as at present, and
sp establish a policy of decentralisation,

Tt is interesting to note that here in W.A.
with a population of only 500,000, we have
about the same number of ports as in Bouth
Africa with a population of 13,000,000.

A State that has a natural harbour or har-
bours is very fortunate as eonstructed porty
are very ecostly to construet and wusually to
maintain, Consequently, a certain amount of
extra railage to a natural harbour is mere
economical than interest snd maintenance om
a consiructed harbour,

Modern  wharvez must “he equipped with
sheds of large eapacity and efficient equipmoent,
so thal large guantities of cargo can be made
ready for the ship. Proper and ecfficient road
and railway facilities must be provided so
that land trausport vehicles ean load and wn-
load rapidiy. As » ship only earns money when
travelling, so do land vehiclea only earn money
when conveying goods. Adjacent to the wharves
and pcrt there must be considerable areas for
commerce and industry. At the back of the
ports {here must be an effieient rail and road
service. The shortest route by rail 18 unot
necesanrily the cheapest. An engine that cam
haul 330 tons over a 1 in 60 grade will haul
505 tons over a 1 in 30 grade, and 605 on a
1 in 100 grade. Sharp curves on a raitway
decrease the load and increase the wear and
tear both on the permanent way and rolling-
stock.
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To ¢atch up with our past mistakes and to
adopt a policy for the future is a herenlean
task, Briefly our job is to apply modern
geience and invention to the vatural advan-
tages at hand. Many obstacles must be over-
come. No changes are ever introdueed with-
out someone being called upon to make sacri-
fices for the community as a whole, Any
district that is called wpon to sacrifice its
parochial ambitious for the common good will
siqueal, and its politieal member or members
will have to carry on with the squeal. Con-
sequently, any Government in power will find
it most diffienlt to introduce the necessary
reformes unless backed by the rest of the
community,

It is essential that we consider the trans-
port problem as a whole. In the case of our
primary products from the farm to the over-
seas warket, the importance of a port lies
in the faet that it is a faeility for all means
of transport, and our aim must be to have
it as an efticient link between land transport
on the one side and sea transport on the other
so that our produets can be placed on the
overseas markets and our requirements
brought to the farms, ete., at the lowest pos-
gible costs.

We need a poliey today that will reduce
the percentage of the trade going through
the one port. This will mean a reduction of
the congestion at Fremantle, and on the
railways leading to that pert. This poliey
will reduce the railway charges to the ont-
Iying portions of the State. It will enconrage
more production and development away from
the metropolitan area, and so bring about a
sound policy of decentralisation and a far
more prosperous State.

Shortly after I wrote that article, I re-
ceived the Quarterly Faets and Figures
from the Department of Information, so I
added the following:—

Since writing the foregoing I have received
the Iast quarter’s Farts and Figores from the
Department of Information. Reference is
made therein to the increased percentage of
the population in the capital cities of Aus-
tralin. The increage is the greatest in
Queensland, and the next greatest in West-
ern Australia. This is most interesting as
the advecates of small ports and decentrali-
gation bold Queensland as an example.

Sir George Buchapnar in his report quotes
n North Queensland paper’s description of
the position there as ‘‘seven starving ports
and one ravenous railway.’’ He recommended
closing five of the ports and concentrating
trade om the remaining two. Had that re-
commendation been adopted, Queensland
would today have three centres growing iil-
stead of one. In Western Australia we have
the division of the State into **Port Zones.”
The population fizures disclosed by the cen-
sus are still further evidenee that difficult
problems cannot be solved by the simple
expedient of drawing lines on the map.

T am anxions to see every section of this
State play its part in carrying out the work
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Nature intended it shonld do. Last gession
we had a very interesting speech from the
member for Kanowna. I have a fellow
feeling for Esperance. Had the railway to
that port been construcfed 50 years ago I
might have heen a resident there today.
As & member of the Outports Royal Com-
mission, I visited Esperance and rather en-
joyed the day we spenf there. Unfortu-
nately we travelled through the country in
the dark, so I was not in a position to form
any opinion as to its agricultural possi-
bilities.

We hear ahout Esperance as being the
natural port for the Goldfields, When we
were at Kalgoorlie we found that the min-
ing people were anxious to use it, but the
business people were indifferent. We have
to face the facts about Esperance, deal with
its advantages and disadvantages and see
if we ean do something to encourage its
growth and the development of that part
of the State. I have here the report of the
Harbour and Light Department, in which
appears the following:—

Ten vessels arrived at FEaperance, repre-
gsenting an inerease of five vessels and 23,808
gross tons. A pilot visited the port on seven
oceasions, Imports totalled 22,198 tona, made
up of 20,080 tons of fuel oil and 2,087 tons
of general cargo, and exports amounted to
1,200 tons of ealt.

I am sorry that finanecial returns for all
the ports are not available. If they were,
I believe we would find that Esperance is
practically the only outport in Western
Australia that has shown a profit, due fo
the faet that the capital expenditure there
has been low and maintenance is praectically
nil. The 20,080 tons of fuel oil landed at
Esperance would pay more than Gs. per
ton wharfage. It is a good thing for the
Railway Department at that port and I
am sure that, if the figures were available,
Esperance would show a slight profit. It
has its disadvantages, as has every other
port. You, Sir, were o member of the
Seleet Committee on Outports when one
witness said that Esperance was a difficult
port to enter. That witness was one of the
Douglases, who all have the seaman’s in-
stinct. They have traded round Esperance
for over 50 years, and unfortunately there
are not many such men about today.

Esperance is safe for an ordinary sea-
man to enter only in daytime, and when
shipe go to that port they want to unload
at night. T read in the Press, a few weeks
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ago, that the unions had taken a stand and
said that if efficient lighting was not pro-
vided on the Esperance jetty, they would
refuse to take ships there. I trust the de-
partment will see that propef lighting 1s
installed. Esperance suffers a disadvantage
the reverse of that at Albany. At Esper-
ance, the cargo goes inland, whereas =&
Albany it is empty trueks that go inland.
We must endeavour to find back-loading in
such cases. An effort should be made to
build up a salt industry. In 1946-47, no
less than 51,000 tons of salt was shipped
from South Australian ports. A letter that
I received on Monday from the General
Manager of the South Australian Harbours
Board contains the following:—

As to your enquiry re the destination of
salt exported from our outports, the position
is that this commodity ia shipped to all of
the Eastern States and New Zealand, the
figures for 1947.48 being: Interstate, 40,000
tons, and New Zealand, 7,000 tons. There are
also aome oceasional small shipments to Fre-
mantle, but I do not have any actual figures
regarding these. I believe the bulk of the
export salt is for commercial use. I think
I am right in saying that none of our out-
port salt goes to the I.C.I, works, That con-
cern harvests its own asalt from evaporating
pans to the north-east of Port Adelaide,
whence the salt, after being converted to
brine, is piped to the I.C.I. works on the
west side of the Port River at Osborne where
it is used in the manufacture of the com-
pany’s products, ie., soda ash, ete. The
I.C.I., howeaver, does not market any salt and,
I understand, prefers to leave that field to
ether emterprise,

There is a wonderful salt deposit just out-
side Esperance and another at Widgie-
mooltha. An effort should be made to
build up that trade. Another commodity
that could he utilised from that area is
pyrites. Owing to conditions during the
war, loeal superphosphate companies used
pryrites in the manufacture of their pro-
duets, Tt takes roughly five ewt. of pyrites
to make one ton of super. This State today
is losing a great sum of money heeause
there is no superphosphate works at Al-
bany. Such an enterprise should he started
on the waterfront at Albany and the trade
in pyrites built up between Esperance and
Albany. Atbany’s economic zone now uses
more than 60,000 tons of superphosphate
annually, for the production of which about
18,000 tons of pyrites would be required.
One devolpment would lead to another.

I would like to see Esperance given a
helping hand and am confident that profit-
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able agricultural production could be de-
veloped in the hirnterland of that port. 1
was pleased to hear what the Leader of the
Opposition said about the country between
the Blackwood River and the Stirling
Range. When I visited South Australia
about eight years ago, I met the Speaker,
Mr., now 8ir Robert, Nichol, who had just
been to Western Australia. He said, **You
have & great country -at the back of Al-
bany, and it should be carrying a popula-
tion of 2,000,000 people.’’ I looked up an
old map which showed the Blackwood River
as a heavy line, and I followed the line
roughly between Perth and Albany. The
line drawn on that wmap shows what is
practically a second Vietoria, and, holding
a position corresponding to that of Mel-
bourue, is the port of Albany. I do not
say that that area has all the potentialities
of Vietoria, but Nature has been generous
in the matter of transport facilities, In
Melbourne before the war annual dredging
maintenance cost £100,000 per year.

As T told the House last year, when the
Duchess of Glouncester first spoke to me, her
words were, ‘‘What a lovely harbour!
Where are your ships?’’ I was asked one
day to take the chair at a Salvation Army
meeting, and Commissioner Dalziel greeted
me with these words, ‘*Why is a place with
all these natural advantages so negleeted '’
And ray reply was, ‘It is due to politics.”’
When saying goodbye, he said to me, ** Your
job is to put this place on the map.”’ A
few weeks ago, a vessel eame to Albany to
load apples. The captain, who had served
with Admiral Fraser’s staff in the Paecific,
said, *‘I arrived on Wednesday morning in
misty rain. I picked up Breaksea Island
and then Seal Island. I did not know
where T was to piek up the pilot, but when
the rain cleared, I saw what you have here.
You are in the lap of the gods and there
are some pretty rotten polities about to
have a place such as this, with its natural
advantages, so neglected.’’ There are rot-
ten polities about, and I will tell members
when they started.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Your Government
is in power at present.

My, HILL: Three times, in 1910, 1928 and
1943, the Imperial authorities wanted Al-
bany developed as a naval base, but on
each occasion the Commonwealth Labour
Government was in office and political wires
were pulled for Fremantle. The position
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today is that, instead of Western Ausiralia
having the leading naval base in the Com-
monwealth, it has a £3,000,000 or £4,000,000,
white elephant at ¥remantle. When Ad-
miral Fraser was at Rockingham, he said
of Fremantle, ‘I will not use that place.
QOne ship sunk and that place would be
hopeless.”’

Hon. J. B, Sleeman: What did they do
with H.ML.S, *“Hood?"’

[The Deputy Speaker resumed the Chair.]

My, HILL: She went to Fremantle, but
came to Albany to he fueled. What did
they do with the ‘‘ Anson’’ and the *‘Duke
of York'’ during the war? They came to
Fremantle but had to go to Albany to get
tnel aboard. TIn 1944, when it was thought
there would be an attack on Fremantle,
the most important ships at that port
cleared ont and went to Albany for safety.
It was because of the eriminal negleet of
the port of Albany by a Labour (Govern-
ment. The three men who are responsible
for the state of affairs at Albany are (1. F.
Pearce, Texas (ircen, and John Curtin. I
ask members to deny those facts if they
can. A few weeks ago a ship was
at Albany for several months. This L.8.T,
was loaded with ammunition, sent to sea
and the ammunition dumped. The ship
made several trips on this work and I
understand that the ammunition was
brought to Western Ausfralia because it
was the intention of the Allies to start a
big offensive from this State during the
war. Owing to the failure to make Fre-
mantle the bhase this offensive eould not be
carried out.

In 1411 Albany voted Labour and helped
to put a Labour {iovernment in office. It
can bhe seen in Col. Tydeman’s report that
be has referred to the Thompson scheme
for Albany. This scheme could have heen
worked in with Col. Tydeman’s proposals,
but hecause Albany voted Labour the
scheme was serapped and three years later
Albany was forced to accept a new arm to
the deep water jetty. Again in 1924 Albany
helped to put a Labour (Government in
office, and at that time Sir James Mitchell
was anxious to develop the end of the Staie
which the Leader of the Opposition and Sir
Henry Turner both eulogised.

Hon. J. B. Bleeman: The people will do
the same in 1950.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr, HILL: What happened? The I'em-
berton-Northeliffe railway was constructed
and the Denmark-Northeliffe railway was
construeted, but the gap was left in the
middle. The expenditure for the Manjimup-
Mt. Barker railway was pnssed by Parlia.
ment and the Boyup Brook-Cranbrook rail-
way was also authorised but never econ-
structed. Between 1924 and the present
day the total expenditure on the Port of
Albany has been £175. I congratulate the
Government on its decision to develop this
section of the State and I also wish to thank
the Leader of the Opposition for his sup-
port. The other day, when coming to erth
in the train, I was very pleased to read
that the Government had decided to accept
Col. Tydeman's scheme for the Port of
Albany. T have been very severely eriti-
cised for not accepting what I have referred
to as the Hawke scheme, but we want not
only aceommodation for ships but accom-
modation for rail and road transport. We
also want aecommodation for industry and
commeree and the Hawke scheme would not
have satisfactorily given Albany sueh faci-
lities. )

This vear the railways have fallen down
on their job again. .One faet whiech huas
contributed to that position is that in the
Albany zone we have grown something like
100,000 tons of wheat during the last sea-
son and have required some 60,000 tons
of super, and the fact that this trade did
not go through Albany contributed substan-
tially to railway diffieulties. I now come
to the proposed Karlgarin-Fremantle rail-
way. Karlgarin is practically equi-distant

"hetween Fremantle and Albany, and I sug-

gest that serious consideration be given to
a Southern Cross-Albany trunk railway to
open up that end of the State. The natural
lie of the eountry runs from Southern Cross
down to Albany.

I would like to enter a protest at the
(tovernment’s aetion in the proposed exten-
sion of a new Perth Hospital. The Govern-
ment already has a new hospital and it was
justifed in getting that, but I do think
that, hefore a new wing was construeted,
some consideration should have been given
to hospital facilities at Albany, Bunbury
and Geraldton,

Mr. Reynolds: I quite agree with you.

Mr. HILL: At Albany the hospital ac-
commaodation is very poor and I believe that
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at Bunbwry and Geraldton the situation
is just as bad.

Mr, Reynolds: I am with you whole-
heartedly.

Mr. HILL: The hospitals in those three
areas ave obsolete, and I do hope that the
(iovernment will be able to give the people
at these centres proper hospital faeilities.
In conclusion, I would like to state that we
have a big and a very wonderful State.
Nature has been very generous o us and
we should study and endeavour to find out
what part Nature intended different see-
tions of this State to take in its develop-
ment. We should apply modern science,
experience and imvention and, if we do
this, I am sore we ean look forward to a
very prosperons foture and a very bappy
Western Australia.

HON. J. T. TONKIN (North-East Fre-
mantle} [8.36): It is my desire to make
some observations on this debate to the
motion for the adoption of the Address-in-
reply. Before I start on matters about
which I have been thinking for the last few
days, T would like to say to the member
for Albany that the explanation of the
state of affairs about which he complains is
that vested interests preferred the nse of
Fremantle rather than Albany, and the
present Government is the Government
which represents vested interests.

Mr, Graham: Hear hear!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: His Excellency’s
Speech is a very colourless document, I
have read and re-read it looking for some-
thing which I did not expeet fo find and
which is not in the Speech. I cannot blame
His Excellency for that nor ean I blame
His Excellency for the faet that the Speech
is a colourless one, for the Government is
responsible for it. Not such a long time
ago, a matter of almest two years, I heard
the then Leader of the Opposition, the pres-
ent Deputy Premier, leading an attack in
this House on the then Govefnment because
no activity was being shown regarding the
introduction of legislation to give full effect
to the reecommendations of the Royal Com-
mission on Vermin.

I can recall the® then Leader of the
Opposition and a number of his followers
rising in their seats and making a great
song about the faet that this was a most
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urgent matter and legislation shounld be
brought down forthwith, I explained that I
had only a few weeks before taken over the
porifolio of Agrienlture, and that I had not
had an opportunity to read the report or
give ailtention to any legislation which might
be recuired. So impatient were the mem-
bers of the then QOpposition that thet answer
did not suffice and those members protested
very vigorously ahout the delay. Subse-
quently T introduced legislation which T
stated would be effective. The present
Deputy Premier said it was not worth any-
thing at all, and that it did not give effect
to the recommendations of the Royal Com-
mission and was therefore almost valueless.
That legislation was passed. Either the
then Leader of the Opposition was very
much astray and the legislation was most
vajuable and effective, or else he is afraid
to bring in legislation whieh he undertook
to introduee when speaking on the hustings.
I quote from his policy speech as follows—

Steps will be taken to give effect to the
recommendations of the Royal Commission on
Vermin,

Members will recall that the major recom-
mendation was for a scheme of mobile units
which was a very costly proposition. To
finance this scheme it was proposed by the
Royal Commission that a tax should be
levied on all lands, urban as well as rural.
This meant that all the people in the
metropolitan area, the wage earners and the
property owners, would be called upon to
maKe a contribution to a fund in order that
the farmers should be relieved of their obli-
gation to get rid of the vermin on their own
properties. That was the proposition, and
if anybody doubts my word I suggest he
gets hold of a copy of the vermin report and
reads it for himself.

One can see why there is so much reluet-
ance on the part of the present Government
to proceed to give effect to this promise be-
cause it involves the expenditure of a par-
ticularly large sum of money to finanee the
establishment of these mobile units. In
order to get thai money, in aceordance with
the recommendations of this Royal Commis-
sion, the Government would have to impose
a special tax on the voters of the metropoli-
tan ares. Buot that does not suit the Liberal
Party, and so I ean imagine that the Country
Party has made several attempts in Cabinet

to give effeot to this nndertaking beeause it
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suits them, but the domirant pariner, the
Liberal Party, will have none of it hecause
it fears the politieal consequences.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise; The Premier looks
guilty.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That obviously is
the position because this matter, which was
of such grave urgency some three years ago,
apparently is not urgent at all. Either that,
or the legislaiion which was brought in by
the Government with which I was associated
was completely effective and the Leader of
the Opposition at that time was woefully
astray! I shall be glad to hear from him
in due eourse as to which explanation is
the correct one. The other evening, when
my Leader was dealing with the financial
position, he told the present Premier that
he had advocated the return to this Btate
of its own taxing rights and the Premier
denied that.

The Premier: I denied it?
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Yes. He had bet-

ter read “Hansard” and refresh his memory.
As a matter of fact, not only did the Pre-
mier ask for the return of the taxing rights
of the States but the Depuiy Premier did
so as well, and so that I shall not be mis-
understood I propose to gquote from the re-
ported policy speech of the Premier. The
subject heading is: "Taxation Relief”
There is no doubt about this statement.
There is no room for an alternative explan-
ation. I will guote:

The Liberal poligy is that the States shall,
as s0om as possible, resmmne control of their own
finances. QOur policy is income tax reduction
on a substantial scale.

That is the Premier's pronouncemenf. Now
this is the Deputy Premier’s—

Tesides alming at reduced taxation, the
Opposition would strive for the resumpton by
the States of control of their own revenue.
Perfectly elear, straightforward and defin-
ite! Lest there by any doubt ahout that
being the attitude of the Government parties
on that oceasion, I will guote from a cut-
ting from “The West Australian” published
at a time when the Premiers of South Aus-
tralia and Vicioria caome to this State by
invitation of the Premier. They came for
the purpose of discussing finanecial relation-
ships and making some decisions.  This
newspaper eutting is headed and the extract
reads—

[ASSEMBLY.]

STATE TAX RIGHTS.
Perth Discussions Next Week.

A plan for greater Commonwealith uniforn
tax reimbursement to the States will be dis-
cussed at a conferemce of the three Liberal
Premiers which will be opened in Perth nest
Tuesday. The plan will be submitted to the
Commonwealth if a plea for the States to be
given back their rights to levy ircome tax iz
rejected,

The Minister for Housing: Who wrote
that?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I do not know, but
it might have been written by the Govern-
ment Publicity: Officer.

The Minister for Housing: I think you
should take the resolutions of the confer-
ence.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I should take the
pronouncements of the Premier and the
Deputy Premier, and of “The West Aus-
tralian®” which is next door to being the
official organ of the Government. I do not
think that leaves any doubt whatever as to
what the aititude of the Liberal and C.D.L.
partics was at the time of the elections.
Since the Premier has been in office however,
and has seen his defieit figures mounting and
has been able to calenlate just what taxation
figures to impose in order to obtain the same
amonnt of revenue which is now heing made
available to him, he has been appalled. He
knows quite well that if the Commonwealth
Government did return to this State its tax-
ation rights he would be ruined.

The Premier: I said repeatedly that the
avenues of faxation would have to be de-
fined between State and Commonwealth, I
never agreed io a blank cheque.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Then the Premier
docs not want returned to the States the
right to levy their own taxes?

The Premier: I do, with clearly defined
avenues of taxation. :

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Supposing the
Commonwealth Government said to the
Premier: “You have the right to levy your
own taxation and get your own revenue,
but we are also a Government and have
eommitments for old age pensions and the
like, so we also have to raise money?”
Would the Premier bg, perfectly happy
about that situation?

The Premier: I would not.
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That is the answer.
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The Minister for Housing: The States
-also have the right to raise income from tax-
ation.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I hope the Com-
monwealth Government does noi return to
the States the right to levy their own income
taxes, That would be ruinous. The fax-
payers of Vietoria and New South Wales
are at present finding a substantial propor-
tion of the money we are spending. If the
taxation rights were returned to Western
Aystralia we would have to get from our
own people money that is now provided for
them by the people in other States of Aus-
tralia.

The Premier: The Leader of your own
party advoeated a convention in regard to
Commonwealth-State financial relationship.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Quite right.

The Minister for Housing: This party
advocated the same thing; it followed a
good example.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Having caused
some disagreement on this question and
given some food for thought I propose to
go a step further. The Premier will no
doubt recognise this rag, the “Liberal
NE‘WS."

The Premier: Not as a rag.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Premier does
not recognise it as a rag? Then he is proud
of it; he does not disown it?

The Premier: No, of course I do not dis-
own it.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Then he is proud
to claim it as his own?

The Premier; Go on, let us hear what you
are going to say.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Well, we want to
be clear as to where we stand.

Hon. ¥. J. 8. Wise: He will not he very
proud of it.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: We waot o know
where we stand. Either the Premier owns
or disowns it. There is no halfway. This
is the official organ of the Liberal Parly of
Australia and the man who makes the
major numhber of contributions to this rag
is one named Palmer, who the Premier con-
siders is a rattling good man.

Hon. A. R. (. Hawke: He is ratiling!
The Premier: Rattling you!
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Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: Mr, Ananias Palmer!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: As this is issned
for the purpose of winning support for the
Liberal Party, as it is the official organ of
the Liberal Party, and as it is compiled by
a rattling good man, who is the secretary of
the Liheral Party—

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: To whom facts are
nothing.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN : —we shall see what
type of propaganda is put forth in this—

Mr. Graham: Rag!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I quote from page
8 of the issue of Janunary, 1947.

The Minister for Housing: I did not
know that that paper was so widely read.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It is not generally
read. Onply when matters of this sort crop
up do 1 take notice of it. Ever since the
Government has been in office, it has been
all out to please as many people as possible,
and this article js therefore most interesting.
It is headed, “Lumpers’ Insolent Attitude,”
and says—

No country is greater than the persons who
eompose it. Therefore every Australian shoutd
pause aud think when he or she expresses a
wish for less work and more pay. If this
wish iy carried to its logical end it would mean
that no one produced anything and that food
and eclothing and every other service in life
would no longer be available. By some dis-
torted thinking, gections of the community to-
day are prepared to stand and fall by these
aims.

Perhaps the most cbvious place to see this
doctrine being put into operation is -on the
wharves at Eremantle. The lampers have
adopted a go-slow poligy, which will eventually
starve the State. Already the shipping eom-
panies are thinking of by-passing Fremantle
because of the irritating delays caused by the
lumpers. Courtesy and consideration are no
longer part of the average Jumper’s make-up.
Business firme complain that not the slightest
eonsideration is given to any request, however
slight. As little work as possible is done and
no opportunity is lost to extort more pay from
shipping firms,

Penalty rates are claimed on the slightest or
no pretext, while the fortunate lumpers draw
12s. per day for doing mothing. It was 16s.
Perhape, exercised properly, it ig not a bad
principle that easual workers should receive
some extra considerntion. That consideration
has penerally been in the higher rates of pay
ruling. Now they want more and ‘‘to hell
with everyone else,’’

Some ships are unable te remain in habour
sufficiently long to be unloaded, so stow i3 the
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unloading. Generally, lumpers are doing about
half the work they did a few years ago and
are proud of it. The Harbour Trust is pow-
erless or acts ineffectually. Goods are strewn
without system or organisation in several
sheds from one ship. At one time certain men
were allotted to control the stacking of goods
to assist in their orderly disposal, but this is
no longer the case,

That is a wonderfu! article to be issued by
a party which declares that it stands for all
the people without sectional interest. This
rattling good man of the Premier’s is re-
spousible for that rubbish. What he wrote
about the lumpers in January, 1947, he
would write about the timber workers and
the miners when it suited him. Now let me
quote from the editorial in the same paper—

The blight which affects other States of the
Commonwealth inflicted with Labour Govern-
ments has descended like a cloud of grass-
hoppers on Western Australia. A recent visi-
tor from Melbourne, a man who has some
knowledge of government and a large amount
of knowledge of industrial mattera and human
psychology, reeently told us that he wae
#ppalled at the blatant disregard for™ liquor
laws which set U.S.A. off on a shocking de-
cade of gangster, political chicanery and gen-
eral pollution of publie life,

We also informed him that the disregard
for the two laws he referred to was not limited
to Perth—it pervaded the whole of the State
—and ip certain areas where the Labour Party
secured its majority by the dubious means of
pocket-boroupghs which would have stank even
in the days of Pitt, the Labour Government
saw that the eleetors had every opportunity to
indulge in the lawbreaking. On the goldfields,
for example, betting was openly carried on in
the streets, and wireless sets were provided to
keep the bettors informed of racing results,
Two-up was also tolerated and open disregard
of licensing laws.

Next to coal-geiting, bookmaking is the most
important industry in Collie, On the goldfields
it takes practically all the high wages from
the men who risk their lives underground. But
a ‘‘benign’’ Labour Government smiles upon
this law-bresking because it thinks the people
want it. The Labour Government ¢an do mnext
to nothing for improving edueation, but it
permits bookmakers to wax fat,

I should like to ask the Premier through
von, Mr. Deputy Speaker, what has this
(Government done, either on the Goldfields
or at Collie, to effect any alteration in the
state of affairs which it is alleged obtained
when it took office.

Mr. Styants: Or ip the Premier’s own
electorate.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: If those things
existed at the time the Government took
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office and if they were so hlatant and the
Liberal Party knew of them, why has the
Government stood by without taking action?

The Premier: We did appoint a much-
derided Royal Commission,

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Oh, appointed a
Royal Commission!

Hon, F. J. 8. Wise: Bat what have you
done? -

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: And the Commis-
sion has made a report.

Hon, F. J. 8. Wise: And the Government
has let the matter drop.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: But the hands of
the Commission were so tied from the outset
by the limited terms of reference as to make
it impossible to do a worthwhile job. This
blatant disregard of the law, which was sup-
posed to exist and which was going to result
in anarchy, has been rvemedied by the
appointment of a Royal Commission.

The Premier: As a first step.

Mr. Marshall; And the Government dave
not act on the report.

The Premier: Yon will have a chance to
act on it.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN : I now desire fo make
a few observations on educational facilities,
what ought to be expeected and what has not
been done, The Government made a great
deal of the fact that we, in common with
every other State of Australin, were very
short of teachers and very short of aecom-
modation. That was a fact. We were
short then and we are short now. I remind
the House that for six years we were at war,
and during that time it was impossible to
get buildings ereeted. Briek kilns were
closed down, artisans were taken into the
Forees and the young men who were eligible
for training as teachers were not allowed to
train because they had to go into the Forees.
This applied also to the women.  Conse-
quently there was the greatest difficulty in
equipping young people for teacher train-
ing, and so there is only a very limited
number, searcely any at all, undergoing
training to make up the wastage in the
teaching staff.

Surely no fair-minded man would eriti-
vise the Government bhecause during six
years of war it eould not do anything to
remedy a worsening of the situation so far
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as accommodation and staffing were con-
cerned. The war ended. From a standing
start, it would not be possible to commence
building immediately. Demobilisation was
a slow process and some months elapsed—
no matter what Government had been in
power, the situation would have been the
same—before it was at all possible to start
building on a reasonable scale. And, of
course, teachers cannot he trained in five
minutes. However, that did not matter to
the Premier and those supperting him, nor
to the present Minister for Edueation. It
did not count at all. The Minister for Edu-
cation said—

While we do not deny that the war was
responsible for some of the difficulties, it
must be noted that in other States, notably

South Auastralia, these war diffieulties have
been gpeedily overcome.

That was not true. Shortly after the defeat
of the Labour Government, a report
appeared in “The West Australian” to the
effect that the Sounth Australian Government
was intending to ask the British Government
to let it have 200 teachers, because it could
not get them in its own State or elsewhere
in Australia. In other words, South Aus-
tralia was going fo try to get out of its
mess and push the British children further
into theirs. T am glad the British Govern-
ment did not facilitate the transfer of those
200 teachers.  The mere faet that South
Anpstralia asked for those teachers shows
that in that State there was a considerable
shortage of teachers. It cannot be charged
apgainst the Labour Government that it did
not put a record number of people in train-
ing at the first opportunity, beeause when
the Minister for Education took over he
found in the Training College a record num-
per of trainees, who yet had some consider-
able time to go to complete their training.

The point I make is that if the South
Australian Government had had ample time
—some 15 months after the war ended—to
put these matters right, why has not the
present Government put them right, as it also
has had 15 months? The present Govern-
ment has had a comparable period to that
which the previous Government had. Allow-
ing for the faet that a couple of months
would have fo elapse before anything could
be done, the period available to the previous
Government was no greater than that which
hes been gveilable to this Government since
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it assumed office,  What has the present
Minister for Education been dble to accom-~
plish with regard to education? The mem-~
ber for Irwin-Moore says that the Minister
has remogved chaos from his electorate. If
o, he haas transferred it to the metropolitan
area. I suppose every member has read that
it was necessary for 40 children at Ingle-
wood to be put in a tennis pavilion becanse
there was no rcom for them at the Ingle-
wood and North Inglewood schools. The
Minister had 15 months to provide for that
sitnation,. Why did he not do so?

Mr. Grayden: The accommodation will be
ready in a few days.

The Minister for Edueation: A new school
is being erected at North Inglewood.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The fact remains
that, notwithstanding the Government has
been in office for 15 months, those children
have had to go into a pavilion.

The Alnister for Fdneation: You eannot
build schools in five minutes.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: But the Minister
had available to him as much time as I had
available to me. Will he deny that? Of
course, he canno!. Being an honourable
man he cannot deny it, becanse he knows it
is a fact.

The Minister for Education:
there are a few nearly finished.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I am glad to hear
it. I had the pleasure of accompanying tha
Minister to Cunderdin, where a fine school
was declared open by him. I am very
grateful to bim for having so arranged the
programme as to give me the opportunity
of speaking at the function, This school at
Cunderdin was the first school built under
the Zabour Government's new policy for
education in the country, that of a complete
replacement of out-moded buildings by
enfirely new sehools, thus providing for
country children all the facilities we wanted
to make available to city children. The
Labour Government had the plans drawn
up for the Cunderdin school, decided upom
the palicy, had tenders ealled, approved the
expenditure and let the contract before it
went out of office. There was nothing the
present Government could do in conneetion
with jt. The eontractor was responsible for
proceeding with the work and carrying cut
his contract. All this Government had to

At least,
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do was to sit back and see the school go up.
I was amused at the opening to hear first
one and then another of the supporters of
the present Government rise and say that
this school was an example of the Govern-
ment’s new policy. It was not its policy at
all. It had nothing whatever to do with
it; it was signed, sealed and delivered bhe-
fore this Government took office.

The Minister for Education:
ately 1 spoke first.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That js typical of
what the Government has bheen doing all
along the line,

Mr. Marshall: Absolutely!

Hon. 1. T. TONKIN: Shorily after we
vacated office, a small school was opened at
the Children's Hospital. It is a fine liftle
building and was provided for the purpose
of pgiving special facilities to the spastie
children at the hospital. -That school was
completed before the eleefions.

The Minister for Education: We have
39 under way now.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It would have heen
opened by me had T not had the misfortune
of being invelved in an accident at the time
the opening was planned. So the opening
had to be delayed. The elections ensued,
the Labour (fovernment was defeated and,
of eourse, it was then not possible for me
to declare the school open. But this Gov-
ernment did so, nor did it neglect to give
the impression that this was a case of,
‘‘See what we did.”

I would like to make some observations
with regard to another important school.
I refer to the school at Lord-street. Mem-
bers will recall that T was subjected to con-
siderable eriticism and pressure when I
proposed to have this school erected as a
co-educational technieal high school. All
sorts of methods were tried o force me
to alter the decision I had made. One
group of persons even went so far as to en-
deavour to induee the Premier to receive
a deputation with a view to his bringing
pressure to bear on me to change my deci-
sion. It did not work. The sehool was
erected, and a very fine school it is. TIt, too,
was completed before the election, but the

_dpening was not arranged until some time
afterwards.

To the eredit of those responsible for
arranging the ceremony, I say that they

Unfortun-
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did not overlook the fact that the Lahour
Government, and I as its insirument, were
responsible for that school, although the
present Minister had the pleasure and pri.
vilege of declaring it open, I suppose that
in the ordinary course of events the situa-
tion will be reversed and the day will come,
sooner or later, when this Government will
leave unfinished some schools which the
succeeding Minister for Education will
open, and I hope that he will not on those
occasions, if no credit is due to him, elaim
it, and not do, as some members who were
present at Cunderdin did, throw out his
chest and say, ‘' This is part of our poliey."’

The Minister for Education: Did I, or
did I not do that?

Hon. J, T. TONKIN: The Minister did
not. He is absolved completely from any
eriticism T am making along those lines.
He acted in a most gentlemanly and gener-
ous way in every respeet and I have no
vomplaint on that score. But he might
indicate to his supporters that it is as well
to be fair and take credit for what they
are responsible for and give eredit where
it is due.

The Minister for Education: The trouble
is they do not think your supporters are
fair and find difficulty in changing that
view.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: They cannot give
any instance in which I have beem unfair.
The other evening, the member for Sussex
referred to the improvements made at the
Busselton school, and proceeded to throw
the bouquets to the present Minidter and
Government for the job. Xere agnin is &
matter initiated by the Labour Government,
for which Treasury approval was provided
by the ex-Premier. The £10,600 invelved
in the joh—that was the estimated cost; I
do not know the final cost—was approved
by the ex-Premier hefore the eleetion, and
the work would have been commenced long
hefore had it been possible to have it under-
taken because I said more than once that
the delay in putting this work in hand was
holding up the consclidation of the Bussel-
ton area, a matter which T regarded as very
important because I had the greatest faith
in the efficacy of econsolidation for improv-
ing edueation, However, the Labour Gov-
ernment gave approval and would have
been prepared to find the money for the
job, but there was a change of Govern-
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ment and the present Government has cer-
ried it on.

Now let us see the changed aftitude with
regard to these schools. Some two months
hefore Treasury approval was given for
this, Treasury approval was given for the
erection of the Carnarvon school, which
wag to be a residential institution for the
children of the North. Despite the fact that
Treasury approval had been given and plans
had been drawn, when this Government
came into office it just slashed those plans
in such a way as was nobody’s business,
and then decided to proceed with a muech-
modified plan. There is the difference. Ono
was the ense of the seat of a supporter of
the Government—the other was the case of
the seat of the Leader of the Opposition.

The Minister for Education: That had
nothing whatever to do with it.

. Hon. J, T. TONKIN: Oh no! Well, we
will go a step further. The Premier re-
cently made a trip to the North, and of
course he would kave to placate those
people whom he had deprived of these extra
facilities. The impression had got abroad
that the Government thought the Labour
Party’s proposals were too good for the
North. The Minister for Lands as much as
said it when he interjected on me last ses-
ston while I was referring to this matter
and said, with all the emphasis he could
eommand, “What a beauty!” As much as to
say, “You propose something for the North
which is much too good.” “What a beauty,”
he said. The Premier had to break that
down; so when he ecame back to Perth he
made this statement: He said he realised
that the ehildren of the North should not he
obliged to come to the metropolian area for
their schooling and should have residential
facilities provided for them in the North
and educationaf facilities comparable with
those in the city. That is precisely what the
Labour Government proposed to give them
and preeisely what the present Premier took
from them, and, when he came back from his
trip, decided to give them. I commend the
Premier for not having a fixed idea in con-
nection with education and on being man
enough to ehange his mind.

The Premier: I never had to change my
mind,

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: It is an admissicn
that he made a grievous error before when
he denied the people in the North those
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fa-ilities that Labour proposed to give
them; hecause now he realises they should
bave those residential facilities and eduea-
tion on g standard eomparable with that in
the metropolifan area,

The Minister for Lands: Were residential
facilizies in the plan for the Carnarvon
schaol ?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Yes, and if Cobinet
does not know it, that shows that they
turned down the proposition without
thoroughly examining the proposals. And
that is what I think happened.

The Minister for Lands: It shows nothing.

Hon. J, T. TONKIN: Yes, it does! The
Minister was present at the Cabinet meeting.
I understand he is a regular sttendant. He
wag present and must have agreed fo its
alterntion without knowing what was in-
volved in the proposals,

The Premier: We have a complete answer
to the whole thing; you will get it.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: If that is typical
of the way the Government is carrying on
the business of the State, Ministers making -
decisions without knowing what is invelved
—that 15 the only conclusion to which I ean
come—then Lord help us!

Hon. A. R. 6. Hawke: We will need all
the help the Lord can give us.

Hon. J, T. TONKIN: A matter of very
considerable importance this session will be
legislatign in econnection with wheat market-
ing. This is & matter ahout which we will
have great differences of opinion. I am
very surprised at the views which have al-
ready found expression in the newspapers
and in this House from members of the
Government and those supporting it, Most
of the criticism arises from the fact that an
attempt was made to arrive at an inter-
national agreement for the marketing of
wheat, What should be the object of any
international agreement? Governments of
various complexions for years have been
endeavouring to get an international agree-
ment. Not only the present Labour
Government but practically every Govern-
mert before it, in the Federal sphere, hag
been endeavouring to negotiate an imber-
national agreement for the marketing- of
wheat; and there is very good reason for it.
I would say that the object behind any
internatiqnal agreement is that of assuring
supplies to importing countries and assuring
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markets to exporting countries at equitable
prices. I think that is a perfectly laudable
objeet on the part of any Government and
of all Governments: that they should assure
supplies to importing countries, assure
markets to exporting couniries and ensure
that prices are equitable,

If there is anything wrong with that, 1
should like to hear it. That is what acin-
ated the countries whicth gave consideration
to the most recent proposal which has been
under consideration and in the agreement
arrived at I see nothing conirary to the
expressions of the Fifth Article in the
Atlantie Charter. We would hnd very few
self-respesting people who would not agree
te accept the Atlantic Charter, in which
some wonderful expressions of humanity
and for improved conditions for humanity
are to be found. The Fifth Article says—

A desire to bring about the fullest collabor-
ation hetween all nations in the economie field
with_the object of securing for all improved
labour standards, economic advancement and
aocial security.

That was the aim of the International
‘Wheat Agreement. We will find members
here who will stand up and quote Scripture
and talk about the need for being generous
to others, who will yet condemn the wheat
agreement because the price is not high
enough, I say quite frankly that I think
£1 a bushe] for wheat is an cufrageous price.
When we consider that those who consume
the greater portion of the wheat are work-
ing people on the lowest rung of the ladder,
we realise what a burden it is upon them
when wheat reaches surh a tremendous price.
It is a recognised tact that the large families
of the working people are the ones who
take the 12 and 14 loaves of bvead a day
as against the half-loaf and the loaf of the
wealthicr families who bhave a much more
varied diet. So, the high price of wheat
bears heavily upon the bottom strata of
society, and in the long run does not do the
prodacer any good. We should aim at what
I have already stated, namely, the assuring
of supplies for importing countries, and
marketg for exporting couniries at equit-
able prices.

We might not be mnch coneerned ahout
markets today, becanse the demand is greater
than the supply and we can sell as much
wheat as we can produce at £1 per bushel,
or thereabouts, but that will not always be
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s0; the time will come again when we shall
be looking for markets. Se, it is worth
something to get a scheme which will at onee
assure markets as well as supplies. What
more can we ask than that the price shall
be equitable? We were told that this agree-
ment was one in which Australia had been
joekeyved into a disadvantageous position;
that the more powerful American country
had got the agreement to suvit itself and we
had been forced into it, and that our nego-
tiators had not been sufficiently astute, We
were alse told that it was foolish for uws to
throw away our advantage of being able to
sell in the sterling area beeause America
could not sell there and she had diftenliy
in disposing of her erop in the dollar area.
The fact remains that this agreement, which
was suppoesed to favour Ameriea, was not
ratified by that country. 8o, the Americans
must either be partienlarly stupid fo throw
away such a tremendous advantage which
they had battled to get, or else the ad-
vantages they were supposed to have were
not there,

The Government proposes to enable the
prowers of this State to make a declaration
as to whether they want a State wheat
marketing scheme, or whether they want to
come in with the Commonwealth. Althougl
the Honorary Minister for Agrieulture keeps
on saying that he does not want to influence
the growers in favour of a State scheme it
is perfeetly obvious that he does. It will
be a bad day for them if they do deeide on
a State scheme. It is quite ¢lear, too, that
the Ministers for Agrieulture in the other
States, despite the fact that they belong te
non-Lahour (Governments in some instances,
do not like the idea of Western Australin
standing ont and thus impairing a scheme
which would otherwise be satisfactory, In
order to have this poll taken, the Govern-
ment has handed over the whole business
to a partisan body. It is well known that
some members of that organisation stand to
gain by the introduction of a State scheme,
as luerative positions will he available, It
is wrong for the Government to place men
in that position.

I can imagine what a howl there would
be if we proposed to take a referendum on
some industrial matter and we gave Trades
Hall the job of earrying out the plebiseite.
The Government should realise that this is
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not a fair proposition, and that those con-
trolling the referendum should he above any
suspicion. The Minister said, in answer to
a question I asked the other day, that two
ex-electora] officers were to assist. I sup-
pose they will be there as advisers, or on-
lookers. Their presence will not guarantee
what we have a right to expect, that this
shall be earried out by some body that is
absolutely impartial. Just imagine holding
a State election— .

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: With Mr, Palmer
as the Chief Electoral Officer!

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: Yes, or with the
general secretary of the State Executive of
the AL.P. as Chief Electora] Officer. He
could he a man of the highest integrity
ag I believe he is, but that would not keep
him above suspicion. There would be the
deuce of a how! about jt. This proposition
is wrong, and the Government knows it.

The Minister for Housing: The farmers
are independent people, and they will ex-
press their opinions.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: They are not taking
the ballot, but will be voting. What roll is
going to be used?

The Minister for Housing: . The wheat-
growers’, I presume.

Hon. J.'T, TONKIN: What is the de-
finition of a wheatgrower?

The Minister for Railways:
wheatgrower.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: Registered where?

The Minister for Railways: At the pool.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Is it to be taken
from the record which the Wheat Stabilisa-
tien Committeec had during the war? No,
it is not.

Mr. Leslie: That committee had the
licensing of them.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Co-operative Bulk
Handling did not handle that business.
The Minister for Railways: . You

better have a look and find out.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I have had a look
at the Press statements of the Minister,

The Minister for Railways: You do not
understand the position.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: If the Minister for
Railways will give a guarantee that the roll
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to be employed will be that used by the
Wheat Stabilisation Committee, I will be
satisfied,

The Minister for Railways: I am not in
a position to do that, but I would say the
Minister concerned will do so.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: You see, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, how they squib the issue.
Mr, Leslie: That is the only roll available.

Hou. J. T. TONKIN: If the member for
Mt. Marshall were the Minister, would he
give the assurance?

Mr, Leslie: Certainly!

Hou, J. T. TONKIN: The Minister who
interjected now says he is not in a position
to answer my question, I do not think the
method which the Government proposes to
adopt will give satisfaction to the genmeral
bedy of farmers.

Mr. Nalder: What would you suggest?

Hor. J. T. TONKIN: I am suggesting
(1), that the plebiscite be carried out by a
persont or body which is not a partisan per-
son o body as is the Co-operative Bulk.
Handling organisation, and (2), that the:
roll te be used be the roll of -wheatgrowers:
used by the Wheat Stahilisation Committee.

The Minister for Railways: You will find
that that is the voll which will be used.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: If these two pointa
arc met, my ohjection falls away. It is a-
wige thing, end the only thing, to allow the
growers to make a pronouncement as to
which scheme they want, But I do not
think the Government should endeavour to
influence them to have the State scheme, be-
cause numbers of its members are sp wedded
to it.

The Minister for Lands: We bave.no in-
tention of doing that. We are just asking
the wheatgrower to decide for himself.

Hon. F, J. 8. Wise: Whom will you get to
arrange the two sides—the pros and the
eons?

Mr. Ackland: Would you agree to put up
the side for the Commonwealth, if you were
asked ?

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: No, but I think a
partisan from each side should prepare it,
Just as was done at the time of the refer-
endum on prices,

Mr. Leslie: Let those in favour of it puﬁ
up their own case. Let the growers put up
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the arguments themselves, That is the
logical way. _
Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: I agree thaf the
growers—
The DEPUTY SPEAKER : Order!

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I was thinking
that when this matter was satisfactorily set-
tled, T would proceed.

Mr. Leslie: We are helping you,

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The hon. member
is not belping me.

Mr. Leslie: We were getting you out of
some trouble.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: T regret that I
must refer to the remarks of the member
for Irwin-Moore. It seems that each time
he speaks in this House he says something
that raises my ire and leaves me no op-
tion but to deal with his statements.

Hon, F. J. 8. Wise: He may not mean
it in that way.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: I propose to deal,
as fairly as I ean, with some of the untter-
ances he made in this House the other
evening, and I will snobject his statements
to some analysis. If they will not stand
up to analysis, they are unworthy state-
ments and should not have been made, be-
cause they were made with a definite pur-
pose in view. I do not blame the hon.
member for trying te build up the prestige
of Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd.,, of
which he is a director. He would be less than
human if he did not attempt to speak enlo-
gistically of an organisation to which he
belongs and in whieh he takes some pride.
T feel that in this House we must regmire
the bon, member not to make false claims.
If he wishes to take eredit he should sfate
the facts and not endeavour to mislead. I
propnse to show that he has not stated the
facts,

Last year when this matter was raised I
made some reply to the utterances of the
member for Irwin-Moore and there was a
report in the Press, by Mr. Braine, deal-
ing with some of the things I said. II was
headed, “Bulk Loading of Wheat. Ex-
Minister’s Statement Answered,” and read
as follows:—

The manager of Co-Operative Bulk Handling
Ltd. {(Mr. H. E. Braine) said yesterday that
Mr. J. T. Tonkin, M.LLA, was wrong when
he stated in the Legislative Assembly re-
cently that Mr. J, H, Ackland, M.L.A,, had
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conveniently omitted to mention that a
tenth ship had been loaded by the compan{
since it had been given charge of the bul
installations at Fremantle.

I was not wrong, as the member for Irwin-
Moore did not mention that ship. The re-
port continued—

The rate of loading of the four vecssels

which were loaded before Co-Operative Bulk
Handling Ltd. took over the installations
was 234, 380, 341 and 302 tons respectively
a net working hour, am average of 302 tona
an hour,
That was the average of loading at Fre-
mantle prior to the present Government
handing over the State’s assets to Co-
operative Bulk Handling ILtd. To econ-
tinne—

The next nine vessels loaded after the

company took over were loaded at an ave-
rage of 405 tons per net working hour.

That is eorrect. On these figures depends
the case that I propose to build. Before
the eompany took over the rate was 302 tons
per hour, and for the first nine vessels after
it took over the rate was 405 tons per hour.
It must be remembered that the four vessels
loaded hefore Co-operative Bulk Handling
Ltd. took over included the first vessel
loaded. It weas an experimental ship and
the machinery had not been tried or worked.
There were anticipated delays.

Who could expect to press a button and
obtain efficiency with the very first ship
dealt with? That ship had g poor record.
It was the “Rocky Mountain Pass.” The
rate of loading on the time worked was 277
tons per hour, admiftedly a very, low rate.
The seeond ship was loaded at the rate of
375 tons per hour. That is the average
rate of loading for the last seven ships
that have heen loaded recently by the com-
pany, after it had heen running this busi-
ness for a long period and had handled
13,000,000 bushels of wheat. The average
for the last seven vessels was nn greater

than that obtained with the second ship
loaded. The figures are as follow:—

Average on

8hip. time worked,
““Trevider'' .. - 390 tons
“‘{ycean Vagrant’’ .. 402 tons
““Port Rouille’’ 349 tons
“¢Jersey City?’’ AR4 tons
‘“Baluchigtan '’ . 401 toma
‘‘Indian Exporter’’ .. 309 tons
¢King Rohert™’ 79 tong

That gives a rate of 375 tons per hour,
no greater than that obtained for the se~ond
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ship loaded before the company took over,
yet the member for Irwin-MooYe throws out
his chest and says, “Today I am in a posi-
tion te give the figures for a full season’s
wheat handling, a season in which more
than 13,000,000 bushels of wheat have been
hendled through these Fremantle terminals,
These figures fully justify the Government's
action. Prior to the Government taking
over the conirol at Fremantle the average
rete of loading of all ships loaded up to that
date was 302 tons per hour. Since then 40
ships bave been loaded and the average has
been stepped up to 407 tons per hour for
all ships that have been loaded, and the
secret of the great improvement lies in the
fact that this was done under single control
instead of dual control.” Let us examine
that great improvement.

The Minister for Railways: Have you
the figures for the third and fourth ships
loaded by your peoplef

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: I have given the
average and will give the figures. The four
ships averaged 302 tons. The average for
the first ship was 277 tons; for the second
it was 375 tons; for the third 367 tons and
for the last 302 tons,

Mr. Ackland: Had any of those a 70 per
cent, trimming?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The hon. member
did not give an explanation or mention
trimming with vegard to the first four ships.
He did not say that the first ship was
experimental, and that those factors could
justifying the poor loading in the first place,
He conveniently omitied to mention all that,
I will give the ful) figures and will omit
nothing, The figures I have given show
that the first nine vessels loaded after Co-
operative Bulk Handling came along gave
an average of 405 tons per hour. After &
whole season’s bandling the average wag 407
tons per hour, 2 wonderful improvement to
become cxeited about and to put forward as
proof that the Government was justified in
its action.

The average for the second last ship was
309 tons per hour, which was worse than
that of any of those loaded before the
Government took over, with the exception
of the first, and the average for the last
ship was 379 tons per hour. I do not blame
Co-operative Bulk Handling because they
have not obtained a better record, for it is
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not possible for them to do it. They are not
responsible for the improved loading or
they would not have been responsible if the
rate of loading had deteriorated because the
fact of the matter is that the Australian
Wheat Board takes the wheat on its con-
veyors which have a maximum capaeity of
600 tons per hour. The Government galler-
ies have a capacity of 1200 tons per hour,
but if the first belts can only bring it along
at 600 tons per hour that becomes the maxi-
mom of the second lot of belts.
Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd. have the
second lot of belts and they are oiling the
lines and maintaining the machinery and
are taking the wheat along and delivering
it as fast as the ship can take it. The contro]
of Co-operative Bulk Handling ceases af the
spout at the ship’s hold, When the wheat
comes along the ¢conveying belts to the spout
whero it is loaded into the ship's hold their
control ceases. If the stevedore on the ship
can take and stow the wheat at 600 ions an

“hour that is the rate at which the vesscly

can be loaded, and if the stevedore and his
gang cannot take the wheat and stow it at
any greater rate than 300 tons an hour then
50 Co-operative Bulk Handling Companies
could not improve the loading rate.

Mr. Marshall: Of course they could not.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The controlling
factor is the stevedore who is engaged by
the Master of the vessel, becanse he takes
and stows the wheat according to the
Master’s orders, and the rate at whick he
ean take and stow such wheat determines
absolutely the rate of loading of that vessel.
If the stevedore can take the wheat- at 600
tops an hour then that would be the loading
rate because the Australian Wheat Board
galleries ¢an deliver wheat at that rate.
The stevedores have been endeavouring to
step up the loading rate because they realise
that it requires some improvement. They
have been trying out all sorts of things but,
when a vessel whieh is not well constructed
for the taking of bulk wheat has to bhe
loaded, the task is made mueh more difficult.
Some vessels are so constructed that quite
a large proportion of the wheat has to go
between decks and when the “Indian Ex-
porler” arrived, the loading of this vessel
beeame difficult beeause it is a threc-decker,
In view of this fact, the loading rate was
only 309 tons per hour, which was 66 tons
lowar than the second ship loaded since
the scheme has been in operation.
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It is futile for the member for Irwin-
Moore to say, “Look at what Bulk Handling
has done. What they have done fully justi-
fies the Government’s action.’” If has done
nothing of the sort. 1 am happy to say
that we can look forward with some con-
fidence to & very big improvement in the
loading rate in the near future, and Co-
operative Bulk Handling Ltd. will not*be
responsible for it.  The stevedores have
been piving considerable attention and mak-
ing numerous inquiries coneerning wheat
Jogding and they have ascertained that in
America, by the use of a certain device, an
amazing rate of wheat loading was
achieved. From memory, I think the load-
ing of ome Liberty ship of about B,900
tons was ecompleted in a matter of 18 heurs.
That is & very high rate of loading and is
certainly much better than our figures. I
understand there is a possibility that the
machinery whichk was used, or machinery
similar, will shortly be available in Aus-
tralia. The stevedores will thus be able to
dispense with a number of time-using
methods and the loading rate should be con-
siderably increased. I trust when this state
of affairs comes about and a rate of some
450 to 500 tons per hour is achieved, we
will not have the member for Irwin-Moore
stating that Co-operative Bulk Handling
are responsible.

Mr. Ackland: The eompany is getting the
machinery out for them. .

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: No, it is not. That
is another mis-statement. I do not know
from where the hon. member is obtaining
his information, but he has heen misled.
The company is not bringing out this ma-
chinery. 1t may like to, but it has slipped.
The plain fact is that the figures which the
member for Irwin-Moore gave to this House
were entirely misleading. It can he scen
that 407 tons per hour eompared with 405
tons per hour is not such a wonderful im-
provement at all and eertainly nothing to
e¢ause one to fhrow one’s chest out. The
amportant fact to remember is that ('o-
vperative Bulk Handling Lid. is not respbns-
ible for the rate of loading as that is deter-
mined by the stevedores and the gangs of
men employed on the ship. If more diffi-
eul* ships arrive, such as the ‘‘Indian Ex-
porter,’”’ with three decks, then this mueh-
vaunted average given by the member for
Irwin-Moore will be knocked sideways.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Has the mempber for Irwin-Moore any right
to mislecad members on a question of jmport-
ance such as this? He is giving an en-
tirely wrong impression, although he is
perfectly justified in claiming what eredit
ke can for Co-operative Bulk Handiing Ltd.

The Minister for Housing: His faets
were quite correet, You are drawing the
wrong inference.

Hen. J. T. TONKIN: But his deductions
are very much astray.

The Minister for Housing:
matter of opinion.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: What is the Min-
ister's opinion of an increase from a leading
rate of 405 tons per hour to 407 tons per
hour, ‘

The Minister for Housing: I cannot
speak as an expert but I would say that
the improvement is a good performance.

Hop, J. T. TONKIN: It is an improve-
ment of two tons per hour.

The Minister for Railways: But that im-
provement is over a complete season and
is a lot of wheat.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: If the figures are
correct,

The Minister for Housing: It seems to be
a good performance for the season.

Hon, J. T. TONKIN: D would like the
member for Irwin-Moore to show me how
he can get the result on the figures he has
given, because from the figures available
to me the result is quite different, Kven
if we assume that the fignres are correct,
then 1 see nothing in a mere two tons per
hour for the hon. member to erow abont in
the way that he did, and te cause him to
say that the Government’s aetion was fully
justified. T elaim that if there had been no
change in the contrel of the wheat galleries
the average wheat loading would be the
same as it is now.

Mr. Leslie: For the first ship.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: That is nonsense!
The second ship loaded bad a higher aver-
age than the last seven. Well, of course,
if T eannot cause that to sink into the hon.
member then I cannot deal with obtuse
minds.

My, Marshall: It is only hecause it ix
unpalatable to him that he cannot digest
it,

That is a
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Hon. J. T. TONKIN: When any member
advances a case of this nature it must be
factual because he is supposed to be deal-
ing with facis.

Mr. Ackland: They are factual, all right.

Hon. J, T. TONKIN: If he is dealing
with faets, then the House bas a right to
-expect him to present his faets is a proper
lizht and not mislead. The test of whether
the hon. member misled or not is in the
answer to this question. Did not members,
after listening to the member for Irwin-

Moore the other night, believe that marvel-

lous improvement had resulted; that it was
due to the efficiency of Co-operative Bulk
Handling, and that that fully justified the
Government’s aetion? That could be the
orly conclusion to which members conld
come. I have subjected his statement to
analysis and my schedunles are availabte to
any member who wants to check them.
They are guaranteed to me to be the anthen-
tic record of the actual results obtained,
the names of the ships, the number of load-
ing hours, the actual time worked, the time
delayed, the delays due to shipping, the
gantry, or the silo, the total shipped, and
so on. On those figures I show that for the
last seven vessels—the most recent set—
the average rate of loading was only 375
tons per hour; no greater than the rate
of loading of the second ship of the 40 that
had been loaded. Tf one ean tell me there
is anything in that to erow ahout then I
will take a lot of convineing.

On motion by Mr. Read, debate

adjourned.

.'Hause adjourned at 9.53 p.m.

-
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER took the Chair
at 4.31) p.e. and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

TIMBER INDUSTRY.

(a) As to Government Subsidy for Cart-
age, ete.
Mr. REYNOLDS asked the Minister for
Forests:
(1) By how much has the Government

subsidised sawmillers for the cartage of
timber ¥

(2} What wonid have been the railwa};
freight received from sawmillers for Cthis
tonnage of timber?

(3) What tonnage was carted?®

(4) What tonnage was carted from each
country centre?

{5) Does the Government still allow a
discount of 1214 per cent, to sawmillers on
all {imber hauled on State railways?

(6) What is the total amount of discount
allowed by the Government on timber hauled
on railways since March, 19477

(7) Why is this discount or rebate

‘ allowed ?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) Subsidy paid for timber ecarted by
road to the 30th June, 1948, was £1,802 11s.
1d. The subsidy eeased on the 31st July and
subsidy claims eovering timber earted in July
have not as yet been received.

(2) To the 30!h June, £3,243,

(3) To the 30th June, 5,150.



